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There is a small fee for some activities.
Members are invited to pick up
4 free activity tickets at the
membership table!

Fun For Everyone!
Fall Color Walks, Scarecrow Factory, Pumpkin Bowling,
Bobbing for Pumpkins, Nature Crafts, Campfire,
Blacksmith & Woodturning Demonstrations, Daytime Astronomy,
Horse-Drawn Hay Rides, Seasonal Treats & More!

Live Music
The Indras will kick out raw, over-the-top rock & roll, rockabilly, and
R&B from the 1950s from 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
The Emerald Underground returns
again this year with their presentation
of beautiful, upbeat Celtic fusion
from 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Pumpkin Patch
Pumpkins, Pumpkins, and more Pumpkins! Visit our pumpkin patch
and choose your favorite to take home and carve……or stop by and
decorate it at the pumpkin salon!
Continued on page11.
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Nature Center Hours
April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Nature Center Closed
In preparation of Autumn Celebration:
Wednesday - Friday, October 17-19
Thanksgiving: Thursday & Friday, November 22 & 23
Christmas: Monday & Tuesday, December 24 & 25
New Year’s: Monday, December 31
& Tuesday, January 1
Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
are open daily from dawn until dusk.
In the event that the Nature Center or portions of the
grounds will be closed during what would normally be
open hours, this information will be announced on our
voicemail and Facebook page.

Have a WILD Party at
the Nature Center

Eric Funk

Sugar Grove Nature Center is a great place to host a
birthday party! The two hour party is $50/members and
$75/non-members for up to 15 participants. You may
choose from a variety of party themes. Reservations
are required. Call 309.874.2174 or e-mail
jill@sugargrovenaturecenter.org for more information.

Richard Park

E-Mail Alerts

Gary Huppert, Treasurer
Craig Alexander, Secretary
Tricia Braid

John Rehtmeyer
Don Schmidt
Eric Vaughn

Would you like to receive e-mail updates that include
program reminders, local nature sightings, and nature
news? E-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org and
place "Nature Alerts" in the subject line.

Visit us on the web or Like us on FaceBook
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org d facebook.com/sugargrovenaturecenter
The Nature of the Grove is a free quarterly publication of Sugar Grove Nature Center.
If you would like to be added to our mailing list, either electronically or by postal service,
please call 309.874.2174 or e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.
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Musings & Meowings by Daisy Kitty
Dear Readers,
While I like watching all of the birds in my gardens, I especially like the Ruby-throated hummingbirds. They are so fast and shiny! My guests seem to like them, too, and come from all over to
watch them and pet me. My staff even held a special event called the Hummingbird Festival a few
weeks ago and invited everyone to attend.
That morning, as everyone was hustling around to get ready, I was shocked...shocked, I say... to
see a gigantic hummingbird that was over five feet tall right here in my own building! Turned out it
was just Jenny, one of my interns, dressed in a costume to entertain my guests. Phew!
So, at this festival, scientist-people would catch the hummingbirds in sneaky traps, making them think they’d get yummy
sugar water, then BAM, the door would close behind them.
Then, the scientist-people would very carefully take the birds
to the head scientist, who would weigh the hummingbirds.
That is bad news. Every time I get weighed, I get less food! I
wonder if they told any of the hummingbirds that they weighed
too much and put them on a diet. Each hummingbird also got
a little bracelet. The bracelets were a bit like the collars I wear, but not nearly as pretty. I have a
dangly gold heart with my name on it, but they just got numbers on metal.
My guests could put their names on a piece of paper to “adopt” a
bird. I really wanted to get my name on that list! It was only $5, and
I had saved enough money from my catnip fund, but I don’t like to go
outside at all. It is very scary out there. Anyway, after the head scientist finished with all of his scientific stuff, he’d gently hand the bird
to the next person on the list. What would this lucky person do?
Imagine my surprise when I saw that the every single person let their
hummingbird go! Why would they do that? Wasn’t anyone hungry?
I thought maybe one of my guests would bring me their hummingbird, if they didn’t want to keep it. I’d gladly take it! One by one,
each of the nineteen hummingbirds caught were set free into the air,
flapping their little wings so fast you couldn’t even see them. Maybe
it is all for the best, though. Have you seen how long and pointy
those beaks are? They could take a kitty’s eye out!
As the weather turns colder, I say goodbye to the fast, shiny hummingbirds, so
they can go someplace warm. Not every
animal is lucky enough to have their own
Nature Center to live in with a staff to
adjust the thermostat! They’ll be back,
though. Maybe I’ll be able to get my
name on that list next year!

Kitty
Kisses,
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Fundraising Efforts
Annual Appeal

Sugar Grove Nature Center has become a special place for people to learn about, experience, and
enjoy the beauty and nature of Funks Grove. It provides so much for so many people in central
Illinois, as well as for visitors from across the country and beyond! Continuing and expanding upon
our nature-based educational opportunities and events is a priority for Sugar Grove Nature Center.
However, to achieve this goal we are asking for financial support from our patrons, members, and
friends. The value of your experiences at Sugar Grove Nature Center may be priceless, but operating the programs, facilities, and grounds requires financial investments. Your financial support of the
Nature Center is essential if we are to continue to meet the needs of existing and future programs,
as well as maintain our site features. Therefore, we are asking you to consider making a contribution to our Annual Appeal.
You must know that every contribution, of any size, to this Annual Appeal is significant. Your support
is also highly valued by the patrons who participate in programs and special events, hike the trails,
play in Imagination Grove, and watch the birds from our observation room. Your help will make
these opportunities a continuing reality. We ask you to contribute what you can with the knowledge
that your 100% tax-deductible contribution will help us do what we do best - provide quality, engaging programs, a warm and friendly facility, and beautiful grounds to explore! Please take a moment
to complete the Contribution Form, write a check, and mail them, or better yet, drop them off! Your
investment in the future of Sugar Grove Nature Center will make a positive difference! Thank you
for your generosity in helping to ensure the continued success of Sugar Grove Nature Center.
h

Yes, I Want to Help Sugar Grove Nature Center!
I proudly enclose my gift of: ______________
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: _______________________ State:___ Zip:____________

Please make check payable to
Sugar Grove Foundation

d
Your gift is tax deductible to the
full extent allowed by law

d
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754

Phone: __________________ Other: ____________________
Email:______________________________________________

d
309.874.2174
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org

goodsearch & Goodshop
Sugar Grove Nature Center has been added to the list of charities to benefit from the internet search
engine, GoodSearch. Simply visit www.goodsearch.com and enter “Sugar Grove Nature Center” as
your cause. Every time you search the web, GoodSearch will donate a penny to us! Those pennies
really add up. Many organizations have earned hundreds, even thousands of dollars! Use
GoodShop.com when you shop online and they will donate a percentage of every purchase, and
offer coupons to help you save money, too! It's really easy, it's free, and turns simple everyday
actions into a way to support Sugar Grove Nature Center!
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This & That
Schnucks Community Card
Now you can make a contribution to Sugar Grove Nature Center just by shopping at Schnucks!
Simply pick up a card at any Schnucks Store, register it online or by phone, and have your card
scanned at checkout every time you shop at Schnucks. Your purchases create automatic contributions of up to 3% of your purchase price! For complete information, visit www.schnucks.com, look at
“Services” and click on eScrip Fundraising.

The Nature Conservancy Grant
Thank you to The Nature Conservancy for helping us build our capacity to manage the Funks Grove
Natural Area. The Conservancy’s Volunteer Stewardship Network, through a generous grant from
the Lowes Charitable and Educational Foundation, provided funding to Sugar Grove to purchase
much-needed stewardship equipment. The Volunteer Stewardship Network (VSN) is a statewide
partnership between The Nature Conservancy and the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission that
serves 74 volunteer groups who are managing over 350 natural areas across 42 counties in Illinois.

Letters To Santa
Once again, the critters of Funks Grove will be collecting letters to Santa and delivering them personally! Boys and girls of all ages are invited to write their letters to Santa, either at home or at our
“writing station” in the Nature Center, and drop them off in a special mailbox located along our
Imagination Grove trail. It’s not a long walk, just across the parking lot and over the
Covered Bridge. The critters of Funks Grove will then promptly deliver them. Be
sure to stop in the Nature Center first and pick up some food to offer the
animals as a “thank you.” The animals will be accepting and delivering
Letters to Santa beginning November 22 until Christmas Eve from dawn
until dusk, even when the Nature Center isn’t open. Make this one of
your Christmas traditions!

winter Hours & Nature Center Closings
Our winter hours will begin on November 1 and will continue though March 31. The Nature Center
building will be open Tuesday - Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sugar Grove Nature Center will be closed on the following dates:
Wednesday - Friday, October 17-19 in preparation for our Autumn Celebration.
Thursday & Friday, November 22 & 23 for Thanksgiving. We will reopen Saturday, November 24
Monday, December 24 & Tuesday, December 25 for Christmas.
Monday, December 31 & Tuesday, January 1 for New Year’s Day.
The grounds, trails, and Imagination Grove will remain open from dawn until dusk daily.
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Spiritual Nourishment
Spiritual Nourishment in
the Sugar Grove Nature Center
Grassland-Prairie Areas
by Jim Bortell, Nature Center Volunteer, Master Naturalist
"When the sun flooded this Mosaic floor (the tall grass prairie) with light, and the summer breeze
stirred among their leaves the iridescent glow was beautiful and wondrous beyond anything I had
ever conceived…" ~Eliza Steele, near Joliet, Illinois, 1840, From Summer Journey in the West
The grassland-prairie sections of the Sugar Grove Nature Center provide visitors emotional and spiritual renewal and nourishment. The word "prairie" comes from the French word for meadow. The
SGNC grassland-prairie is not original "tallgrass prairie." However, many of the grasses, wildflowers, insects, birds, and other living things rest upon topography created by the Wisconsin glacier,
16,000 to 14,000 years ago. The tallgrass prairie came into existence about 5000 years later replacing spruce and then deciduous forests that followed the wake of the retreating glacier. (Most of the
original tallgrass prairie in the Midwest is now in row crop agriculture, towns, and cities. Only 0.01
%, of an original 22 million acres of tallgrass prairie is left in Illinois. Some of the purest remaining
remnants are found in pioneer cemeteries and on old railroad right-a-ways.)
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches about inner peace using a "prairie metaphor":
"Consider the lilies of the field, they neither toil nor spin yet I tell you Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these." (Matt. 6:28-29) "Lilies of the field" grace SGNC prairie in rich abundance;
and 21st century "'Solomon(s)' in all their glory are not arrayed like one of these."
Visitors are encouraged, simply to pay attention. Take counsel from children's books regarding traffic
safety: "Stop! Look! Listen!" Upon walking the mowed pathways: Stop! Look! Listen! "Some people see burning bushes; others just go on picking blackberries." (Source unknown)
The prairie goes to sleep in the winter (Not completely-it's still a good walk) and awakens in the
spring. With the coming of the spring, life- in vast diversity- is everywhere. Insects, frogs, and birds
provide symphonies of sound drowning out distant traffic on I-55. The "lilies" awaken from their
perennial sleep time. Guests walk on ground hallowed by 1000s of years of life, death, storms,
decay, fire, and rebirth. Once, you would have seen herds of bison, elk, and at night heard the cry of
wolves. The land is rolling because of the scaring and deposits left by the receding glacier. You are
standing on layers upon layers of natural history.
You may take binoculars, a magnifying glass, and helpful books to identify birds, butterflies, insects,
wild flowers, and grasses. But first, and last, engage your sense of wonder and imagination.
"Exercise" your soul. Leave behind some of the things that weigh heavy upon your mind. Walk,
pause, be quiet, take your time, observe, and you will find expressions of wonder and thanks coming
from the depths of your soul. An extra treat at dusk is hearing a serenade by the coyotes coming
from the timber west of the prairie. Discover in your own experience the truth of a great American
naturalist: "In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks." ~John Muir
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October, November, & December Programs
Your interest may be the deciding factor to run a program! Most programs require advanced
registration. Unless specified otherwise, please register by e-mailing
register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or by calling 309.874.2174.

Kids
Little Wonders: Bones & Skeletons- The Inside Story
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesday, October 31; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.*
Fee: $5/child members, $8/child non-members; registration required.
Have you ever wondered what a skull looks like, or why we have them? Learn all about the bones
inside of us and other animals at this hands-on program designed especially for children 3-5 years
with an adult chaperone. Create a fun craft and listen to a story while enjoying a snack.
*Note that this program is on the fifth Wednesday of the month, not the third Wednesday as usual.
Homeschool: Terrific Trees
Ages 6-12
Thursday, November 8; 10:00-2:00 p.m.
Fee: $10/child members, $14/child non-members; registration required. Please bring a sack lunch.
Homeschoolers will explore trees from the inside out in this drop-off program. Explore the woods
during the changing seasons and learn the importance of trees, how they survive, and how we and
other animals depend on them.
Little Wonders: Plants on Your Thanksgiving Plate
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesday, November 21; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Fee: $5/child members, $8/child non-members; registration required.
This program is designed especially for children 3-5 years with an adult chaperone. Turkeys usually
take center stage on Thanksgiving Day, but dinner wouldn’t be the same without the plants on your
plate! Find out how cranberries grow, how a pumpkin becomes a pie, and see potatoes before they
are mashed. Even stuffing starts off as a plant! Make a craft, listen to a story, and enjoy a snack.
Little Wonders: Exciting Evergreens
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesday, December 19; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Fee: $5/child members, $8/child non-members; registration required.
Three to five year-olds with an adult are invited to come and learn about the trees that stay green all
year long. See pinecones of all shapes and sizes, make a fun craft, and have a snack. (We’ll be
eating pine nuts, please let us know of any nut allergies.)
Experience Winter
Ages 6-12: Friday, December 28; 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Fee: $10/child members, $14/child non-members; Registration required.
Don't spend your entire winter break inside! Step into the brisk air to explore, look for animal tracks,
learn about snowflakes, take a hike, create a wintery craft, and much more. A lunch of hot dogs
over the campfire and chicken noodle soup will be served. Dress for the weather! Continued on page 8.
Forms for prepayment can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
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October, November, & December Programs

programs, continued from page 7.

All Ages
Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, October 6, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Bring the family out for a day of fun at the Nature Center! A guided hike will take place at 11:00
a.m., stop inside to create a make-and-take craft at any time, and don't miss the feeding of the
turtles and snakes at 1:00 p.m. Bring a picnic lunch and make a day of it!
Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session: Uranus & Neptune
Saturday, October 13; 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Don’t miss the last public viewing session of 2012! Among the gas giants in our Solar System,
Uranus and Neptune orbit far from the Sun. Explore these cold, distant worlds. A presentation will
be followed by a sky tour using a night sky laser pointer and telescope viewing. The program may
be cancelled in the event of a cloudy sky. Phone Carl at 309.830.4085 or Lee at 309.824.2804 to
confirm if you are unsure. For additional information, visit www.tcaa.us.
Nature Center Closed
Wednesday, October 17 - Friday, October 19
In preparation for our Autumn Celebration, the Nature Center will be closed for the three days leading up to the event.
Autumn Celebration
Saturday, October 20; 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Admission: $3/person; no registration required.
See page one for description.
Campfire Program: Spooky Skeletons
Friday, October 26; 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: free/members, $5/person non-members; registration required.
No bones about it, this program will give you the inside scoop on what is inside our bodies! Lots of
animals have skeletons, and we will check them out from skull to tail. After a bone-chilling craft,
head out to the campfire for s’mores and hot chocolate.
Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, November 3; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; see October 6 for description.
Campfire Program: Native Fishes & the Great Carp Invasion
Saturday, November 10; 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: free/members, $5/person non-members; registration required.
There's something "fishy" going on around here....Illinois has many neat native fishes for us to
investigate, but lately someone has threatened their home! Let's watch the acrobatic Asian carp
leap into the air and learn what it means to be an invasive species. Create a fishy craft, then head
out to the campfire. No fish fry here, just tasty s’mores and hot chocolate!

Continued on page 9.
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E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.

October, November, & December Programs

All Ages, continued from page 8.
Blacksmith Demonstration
Saturday, November 17; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required.
The public is invited to observe members of the Illinois Valley Blacksmith’s Association as they work
at the forge, across the parking lot from the Nature Center. Watch them heat, bend, and twist metal
into art and tools!
Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturday, November 17; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required.
Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited to join an Irish-music jam session at the Nature Center.
Experienced players will be on hand to lead beginners through a couple of tunes at a slow pace to
start, then will progress to an up-to-speed session of traditional Irish tunes. Listeners (and players)
are welcome to come-and-go as they enjoy all of the other activities at Sugar Grove Nature Center.
For more details, contact Martha Tyner at mtyner@iwu.edu.

Happy Thanksgiving! Nature Center Closed
Thursday, November 22 & Friday, November 23
The grounds, trails, and Imagination Grove will be open dawn until dusk to play and walk off that big
Thanksgiving dinner!
Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, December 1; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Bring the family out for a day of fun at the Nature Center! A guided hike will take place at 11:00
a.m., stop inside to create a make-and-take craft at any time, and don't miss the feeding of the
turtles and snakes at 1:00 p.m.
Blacksmith Demonstration
Saturday, December 15; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required.
The public is invited to observe members of the Illinois Valley Blacksmith’s Association as they work
at the forge, across the parking lot from the Nature Center. Watch them heat, bend, and twist metal
into art and tools!
Acoustic Irish Music Jam
Saturday, December 15; 10:00 a.m.-noon; see November 17 for description
Free; no registration required.
Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited to join an Irish-music jam session at the Nature Center on
the third Saturday of each month. For more details, contact Martha Tyner at mtyner@iwu.edu.
Happy Holidays! Nature Center Closed
Monday & Tuesday, December 24 & 25
Monday & Tuesday, December 31 & January 1
The grounds, trails, and Imagination Grove will remain open dawn until dusk.

Continued on page 10.

Forms for prepayment can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
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October, November, & December Programs

programs, continued from page 9.

Adults
Beginning Blacksmith Class
Saturday, October 13; 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $40/members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or Illinois Valley Blacksmith Association, $50/nonmembers, registration and prepayment required, lunch and materials included. Form available at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf or call 309.874.2174.
If you have ever thought about trying your hand at pounding, bending, and twisting metal, this oneof-a-kind program is for you! In this hands-on program, you will work side-by-side with a blacksmith
who will give you guidance and encouragement every step of the way. By the end of the day, you
will have one or two small completed projects to take home. The Illinois Valley Blacksmith
Association's mission is to help people realize their dreams and aspirations of constructive and creative metalworking through participation in our many blacksmith demonstrations, education, and
training programs, and by capitalizing on and sharing in the vast and varied experiences of our
membership and by utilizing our library and video resources for blacksmiths. While this program is
intended for ages 16 and older, younger children could be admitted with special permission. For
additional information, contact Bill Kauffman at 309.208.2505.
ABC Runners
Saturday, October 13, 8:00 a.m. (doors open at 7:30)
There is no fee, but donations in any amount are encouraged. Funds collected will benefit
Heartland Head Start. No registration required.
The ABC (Adventures Benefiting Children) Runners invite everyone to join them for a autumn run in
Funks Grove. The main course is a 7 mile loop course on roads. You can turn this into a shorter
course by turning around at any point. Run on roads or adventurers can wind your way through
wooded trails. Water/Gatorade will be near the 3.5 mile point of the road course and at Sugar
Grove Nature Center. Meg's coffee cake will be at the finish as well as water, coffee, bananas, and
snack items provided by Heartland Head start. Bring something to share if you wish. For more
information, call Merlin or Meg at 454-4820.
Stewardship Work Day
Saturday, October 13; 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Free; no registration required for individuals. Groups interested in helping must contact the Nature
Center at least one week prior to the workday to determine whether the planned activity is suitable.
Don Schmidt leads a faithful group of volunteers in a variety of stewardship activities every other
Saturday. Work days include learning about Illinois' natural history first-hand, while spending a nice
morning with friends who believe in the importance of being stewards of the environment.
John Wesley Powell Audubon Annual Celebration & Meeting at Heartland Community College
Saturday, October 13; 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Location: Heartland Community College, Community Commons Building, Normal, IL
Free; no registration required.
The public is invited to join the members of the JWP Audubon Chapter as they feature three exciting
presentations by avid nature photographers: Mary Jo Adams, Justin Dwyer, and Mike & Peg Toliver.
For more information, visit www.jwp-audubon.org.
Continued on page 11.
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E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.

October, November, & December Programs

Adults, continued from page 10.
Watercolors with Cynthia Kukla: A Special Focus on Color, Autumn
Sunday, October 14; 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Fee: $35/members, $40/non-members, registration and prepayment required, form available at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf. Supply list will be sent upon registration.
Cynthia has designed a special workshop to help gain confidence using color, letting the seasons
naturally guide us. We will bust out the luscious colors of autumn with the “intense triad” during this
session. Combining a rich investigation of color choices with the gentle and inspiring subjects available to us in Funks Grove, we can have a great experience advancing our confidence with painting.
Those working with acrylics are welcome to participate, too. All levels, from beginner to advanced,
are encouraged to attend.

“Wild Ones” Presentation at Heartland Community College: Bringing Nature Home
Monday, October 15, 7:00 pm
Location: Heartland Community College, Astroth Community Education Center Auditorium
Free; no registration required
The Illinois Prairie Chapter of “Wild Ones” invites you to join them for this special evening with
nationally known speaker, Doug Tallamy, professor and Chair of the Department of Entomology and
Wildlife Ecology and Director of the Center for Managed Ecosystems at the University of Delaware.
His book, Bringing Nature Home, as well as this lecture, will help us to understand how we can garden to preserve the natural world around us and how vitally important it is that we do so. Thanks to
many local donors, including co-sponsor Sugar Grove Nature Center, there will be no charge for this
presentation. For more information, contact ciwildones.pres.gmail.com.
Stewardship Work Days
Saturdays, October 27; November 10 & 24; December 8 & 22; 9:00-11:00 a.m.
See October 13 for description.

Autumn Celebration (Continued from page 1)

Step Back in Time
Visit a buckskinners’ camp and a 1750's trading post. Meet with
historical reenactors featuring a cooper, spinner, carver, doll maker,
quilter, and more. Visit the blacksmiths and wood turners for
hand-crafted items including camp equipment and decorative items!

Volunteer!
Do you enjoy attending Autumn Celebration? Would you like to be a part of it? Volunteers are
needed to sell tickets & staff activity booths, among other things. We also need assistance with setup on Wednesday & Thursday, October 17 & 18. If you are interested, contact Angela Funk at
309-874-2174 or angela@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.
For more information and an event schedule, visit our website,
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org.
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Shaw Lincoln Book Special Offer
Purchase Robert shaw’s book on Abe Lincoln,
receive “seasons of Light” Free
The highly acclaimed book, Abraham Lincoln Traveled This Way - The America Lincoln Knew featuring photography by landscape photographer Robert Shaw and text by renowned Lincoln historian
Dr. Michael Burlingame has entered its second printing. A photograph of the prairie at Sugar Grove
Nature Center in Funks Grove graces the cover and several other photographs of Sugar Grove can
be found throughout the book. Sugar Grove Nature Center will be selling copies of this beautiful,
276-page hardcover book with all profits benefitting the Nature Center (Cover Price, $36 plus tax).
Books may be purchased during open hours at Sugar Grove Nature Center in Funks Grove. We will
also gladly mail books; shipping fees apply.
Anyone purchasing a book will also receive a complementary copy of Shaw’s “Illinois - Seasons of
Light,” a captivating collection of photography and writing giving tribute to the splendor of the natural
world still remaining in Illinois. This is a limited time offer, while supplies last.
"What a magical book! . . . It is an absolute treasure . . . The book is simply amazing."
-Dr. Doris Kearns Goodwin, Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer and winner of the Lincoln Prize.

Maple Sirup Experience Registration
Sugar Grove Nature Center is excited to offer the Funks Grove Maple Sirup Experience to students
throughout central Illinois and share this important part of Funks Grove Heritage. This is a unique
opportunity to actively engage in the production of maple sirup and explore its history from Native
American to modern times through demonstrations and hands-on activities. Each child will get to
tap a tree and take home a sample of Funks Grove's finest.
The Maple Sirup Experience Field Trip is offered for first grade and up. The four-hour experience
costs $7/student. Our 2013 classes will be held on February 19, 20, 21, 22, 26, 27, and 28; and
March 7 and 8. Your field trip can be reserved with a $100 deposit. We have
also set aside two days especially for homeschool groups, March 5 & 6, from
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., and participants should bring a sack lunch. The fee is $7
per student (over the age of 2), $2/teachers and chaperones. Registration by
mail is required. Forms will be posted online at sugargrovenaturecenter.org by
December 1.
A variety of other maple sirup programs are offered for scouts, groups, and the
general public. They include the popular Maple Sirup Experience Tours on
March 2, Sirup for Scouts on February 23, Maple Sirup Seminars, and Little
Tappers for preschool children. More information will be available in the January
newsletter and online. Be sure to check out these one-of-a-kind programs!
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Meet the Interns
Jenny Long

Hello, my name is Jennifer Long! I am a senior Environmental Studies and
Sociology double major at Illinois Wesleyan University. I am very passionate
about sustainability, people, the environment and getting outside to explore it. I
recently got back from studying abroad in Tanzania, Africa and we got to study
wildlife conservation and political ecology. Not only did I find my ecological studies there very interesting, but it made me want to get out into BloomingtonNormal more than I had before and appreciate the natural habitat in Illinois. My
internship at the Sugar Grove Nature Center is something that will allow me to
do that and so far I have had a great time! It is also giving me the opportunity to
look into Environmental Education and I am excited about that!

Dana Rotz
Hey there folks! My name is Dana Rotz, and I’m a Junior at Illinois Wesleyan
University. I’m an Environmental Studies major, with an International
Sustainability concentration and a minor in English. I hail from the northern suburbs, and have been interested in animals and the ecology my entire life. Upon
starting classes at Illinois Wesleyan, I decided that my prior ambitions to be a
vet were becoming overshadowed by my love of the environment and a new
interest in conservation and public outreach. I plan to study abroad in Australia
or New Zealand this spring and get some more hands on experience working
directly with conservation groups and the public to raise awareness about growing environmental concerns both locally and worldwide. I run Cross Country and
Track & Field at Illinois Wesleyan, and am also involved with Student Senate
and the Chapter Council of my sorority. In my free time I like to run, bike, swim, read, paint, and chill,
relaxing all cool, playing some b-ball outside of the school. I’m extremely excited to be working here at
Sugar Grove Nature Center this fall, and can’t wait to learn more about the local environments, how the
community is involved, and to meet the lovely people who come to visit, so be sure to say hi!

Maddy Young
Hello there, fellow nature lovers! My name is Madeleine Young, and I have one
semester left at Illinois State University to get my Biological Sciences-Public
Outreach degree, so I’m extremely excited to finally get out there and find my
dream job! I grew up in a small Illinois town called Cuba, and have always loved
being a country gal. My heart has belonged outdoors since I was young,
whether it is hiking through the woods, fishing, jogging, participating in sports,
scuba diving, or playing with my two cats, Mayu and Lexy. When I was young, I
had decided my career would involve animals, and my dream transformed from
a SeaWorld animal trainer to veterinarian. As I got older, I realized that my true
love is the ocean, and in particular, sharks. Cool, right? I bet you’re thinking that
it will be hard to find saltwater in Illinois. We, my ultimate dream is to travel on
the coast and abroad to track Great white sharks, and to promote the importance of shark conservation.
This summer I got into some really fishy business working on the Illinois River and those leaping Asian
Carp! Sugar Grove is the perfect environment for me and will help prepare me for my future in public
interaction. I’m ready to not only practice educating the public, but to educate myself with the help of the
Nature Center staff!
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Making A Difference
Welcome to our new & renewing members!
Senior/student
Bonnie Bernardi d George & Twila Braden d Valle H. Funk d Dee Volle

Sugar Maple
Nicholas & Erin Baker d The Jason & Kristen Bernas Family d John & Jennifer Blum
Gregory Braswell & Rocio Rivadeneyra d Johanna Haas & Shae Davidson
Howard & Deb Heatherwick d Prairie Hope
Michael, Loretta, Chris, and Kiersten Rodman d Charles & Pam Womack

Paw Paw
Kris & Mike Hall d The Heger Family d Betty Keough d Dee Woodburn

American Sycamore
Fiona Glennon d Ken & Judy Miller

Hickory
The Craig Alexander Family

Black Walnut
Doris Henderson

Paul A. Funk Foundation
In the mid-1990's the dream of creating a Nature Center in Funks Grove was well on its way to
reality after the Funks Grove Cemetery Association purchased the area known as Sugar Grove.
The Paul A. Funk Foundation has provided funding for Sugar Grove Nature Center from the very
beginning and has continued to support our daily operations with an annual gift. Their continued
support is vital to the programs that thousands of visitors enjoy throughout the year.

Memorial Gifts & Bequests
We hope you will consider Sugar Grove Nature Center in your estate planning. Memorial gifts and
bequests are an important way you can make a lasting contribution to the preservation and maintenance of this important natural area and environmental education center. If you wish to make a provision in your will, the following general form is suggested: "I give Sugar Grove Foundation, an
Illinois not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization (37-1338932), which receives mail at 4532 N 725 East
Road, McLean, Illinois 61754, the sum of $______ or _____ percent of the residue of my estate (or
specifically described property) for Sugar Grove Nature Center." If you have any questions, please
contact Angela Funk, Director, at 309.874.2174.

In Memoriam
Our thoughts and deepest sympathies go out to the friends and family of Dick Quinton. Contributions
received in his memory will be so helpful in enabling us to continue sharing nature and touching lives. We
hope this will be of some comfort to those left mourning and healing.
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Sugar Grove Nature Center Membership
Become a member of Sugar Grove Nature Center! Your membership supports quality environmental
education programs, land stewardship, research opportunities, and so much more! Sugar Grove Foundation
is a non-profit organization that receives no tax support. Memberships, program fees, private gifts, and corporate and foundation grant support are the lifeblood of our organization.
All Membership Levels, including Student/Senior ($15), Sugar Maple ($25), and Paw Paw ($50), receive:
d Discounts on classes, programs, and events
d Benefit of checking out books from the Nature Center Library
d Discount at Annual Spring Native Plant Sale
d Reciprocal membership at nature centers around the country
The Student/Senior level is for individuals. Family memberships begin at the Sugar Maple level.
Higher giving levels:
d American Sycamore ($100)
All of the above benefits plus
d Shagbark Hickory ($250)
All of the above benefits plus
d Black Walnut ($500)
All of the above benefits plus
d Blue Ash ($1000)
All of the above benefits plus
d Bur Oak ($5000)
All of the above benefits plus

a 20% one-time discount at Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal, IL
two Free Admissions to Annual Autumn Celebration
a nature photograph featuring the flora & fauna of Funks Grove
a NatureScape Backyard Habitat Consultation
a guided trail ride through Funks Grove

h

Membership Form
$15 .
$25 .
$50 .
$100
Name:
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.
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.Student/Senior (65+)
.Sugar Maple
.Paw Paw
.American Sycamore

$250 .
$500 .
$1000
$5000
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.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.Shagbark Hickory
.Black Walnut
.Blue Ash
.Bur Oak

________________________________________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: __________________

Zip: ________________

Phone: ____________________Email: ______________________________________________
How would you like your newsletter recognition to be worded? ______________________
I do not wish to be recognized in the newsletter.
Please send me newsletters via email.
Please send me newsletters via US Postal Service.
Memberships are valid for one year.
Membership contributions are tax deductible. Please ask your employer about matching gift programs!
Sugar Grove Nature Center will neither sell nor trade personal information provided by donors.

Make checks payable to Sugar Grove Nature Center and return to:
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
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Sugar Grove Foundation
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
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Nature Center Hours
April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
d
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
d
The grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
are open daily dawn to dusk.

Contact us at:
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
309.874.2174
info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
Latitude: N 40° 20.893'
Longitude: W 089° 08.007'

The Nature of the Grove is now available electronically!
E-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
to be added to the list!

