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Hummingbird Festival &
Pollination Celebration
Saturday, September 1, 2012
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Free Admission!
Buzz on over to join us as we celebrate hummingbirds, butterflies,
and bees! Learn from local experts about the important pollinators in
Funks Grove by participating in programs, seminars, hikes, and more.
Enjoy entertainment, food, and fun!
Vernon Kleen, from Springfield, Illinois, is one of the few licensed
hummingbird banders in the United States. We are excited to welcome his return for the sixth year of hummingbird banding at Sugar
Grove Nature Center. Participants will have a chance to feel the
heartbeat of a hummingbird and are invited to "adopt" one of these
winged wonders.
Learn all about monarch tagging from McLean County Master
Gardeners as well as tips and tricks to attract these beautiful insects
to your yard. Wild Birds Unlimited will offer Hummingbird Seminars,
resources, & products. Honey bee programs, kids activities, & garden
tours are also part of the fun!

Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org for updated program
information and a complete schedule of events as the date
approaches. Guests will not be allowed on the grounds
before 10:00 a.m.
This event is sponsored by the Illinois Audubon Society,
Wild Birds Unlimited of Normal, Wendell Niepagen
Greenhouses, & Sugar Grove Nature Center.
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Nature Center Hours
April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
are open daily from dawn until dusk.
In the event that the Nature Center or portions of the
grounds will be closed during what would normally be
open hours, this information will be announced on our
voicemail and Facebook page.

Have a WILD Party at
the Nature Center
Sugar Grove Nature Center is a great place to host a
birthday party! We provide the space, tables, and an
exciting nature program. You provide the decorations,
cake, and guests! The party lasts two hours---this
allows ample time to eat cake, open gifts, play in
Imagination Grove, and have an hour of "wild" naturalistled activities. The fee is $50/members, $75/non-members for up to 15 participants and $5 for each additional
person. Maximum group size is 20 for ages 4-6 and 25
for ages 7 and up. You may choose from a variety of
party themes. Reservations are required at least one
month in advance. Call 309.874.2174 or e-mail
jill@sugargrovenaturecenter.org for more information or
to schedule your party!

E-Mail Alerts
Would you like to receive e-mail updates that include
program reminders, local nature sightings, and nature
news? E-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org and
place "Nature Alerts" in the subject line.

Visit us on the web or Like us on FaceBook
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org d facebook.com/sugargrovenaturecenter
The Nature of the Grove is a free quarterly publication of Sugar Grove Nature Center.
If you would like to be added to our mailing list, either electronically or by postal service,
please call 309.874.2174 or e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.
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Musings & Meowings by Daisy Kitty
Dear Readers,
I am subtitling my column this month The Curious Case of the Eurasian Tree Sparrow. It sounds
very mysterious, doesn’t it? Well, it is. To fully appreciate my story, you will need a little background.
I am very accustomed to visitors from far-away places. One Monday, my staff had to unlock the
doors to accommodate a group of guests from Japan who came, in their words, “to see the cat.”
Monday is normally my day off, a chance to relax and unwind from my very busy schedule, but how
could I let my admirerers down? Of course I gave them meows and purrs. I have entertained
guests from all over the world, from Canada to Europe to Asia and beyond!
So, it wasn’t a huge surprise when one of my staff received an email from a man in Sweden
announcing that he wanted to visit my Nature Center during his upcoming trip to the United States.
Imagine my shock, however, when I learned the reason WHY he wanted to come. It had nothing to
do with me, but with a bird! Yes, I said a bird. Those flying feathered things that were only placed
on the planet for my amusement. My staff puts plenty of birdseed in the feeders outside my windows every single day so I can watch them, if I have nothing else to do. Don’t get me wrong, they
are interesting, but seriously, visiting to see a bird?
Ulf, this gentleman’s name, apparently was interested in seeing a particular
bird called the Eurasian tree sparrow. Now, to me, a bird is a bird. But this
one has been causing feathers to fly ever since my staff spotted the first one
here, several years ago. To find out why, I got on the web-googly-thing. Turns
out, somebody brought them from Europe and Asia and put them in St. Louis a
long, long, long time ago. The birds must have liked it there, because they
stayed. Then a few of them decided to look for new places to live. Some of
them found my Nature Center, and now a bunch of them
visit almost every day. People come to see them from all
over. They bring lists of birds they have seen and want to
Ulf Hagstrom
see. (I think there should be a list of cats people want to
see. I’d be at the top of that list- of that, I am certain!) Even though there are
lots of these birds in Sweden, Ulf could only count it if he saw it here in North
America. It was the 689th bird on his list! So, he showed up, saw his bird,
went to Red Lobster (his favorite American restaurant), slept a few hours, then
got on a plane and went somewhere else to see more birds! He was definitely
more interested in the birds than in me, but I won’t hold that against him.
Eurasian Tree Sparrow

So ends The Curious Case of the
Eurasian Tree Sparrow. The moral
of the story is this: come out to
see the birds. Come out to see
the flowers. Come out to just
have fun. Just don’t forget to pet
the cat!

Kitty Kisses,

Daisy
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Meet the Interns
Liz Kuehn

Hi! My name is Liz Kuehn, and I am going to be a senior next year at Illinois Wesleyan University. I
am majoring in Environmental Studies and more recently have become interested in environmental
education, especially learning through experiencing the outdoors. In my free time I love to be outside, running, biking, gardening, playing sports, and just relaxing. I am excited to intern at Sugar
Grove Nature Center this summer, working with the staff and the community to personally learn
more about working at a nature center and have the opportunity to teach others and share my passion for the environment!

Mariah Myers
Hi there, my name is Mariah Myers and I grew up in West Central Illinois near the Mississippi
River on my family’s farm. We raise many animals, including Paint Horses and Golden Retrievers
with two house cats and a number of barn cats. I will be entering my senior year at Iowa State
University in the fall. My major is Animal Ecology with options in Wildlife Care and Interpretation of
Natural Resources. Ideally, I would like to become an Environmental Educator or Naturalist when
I am done with school. I am an animal lover and nature enthusiast first and foremost but,
coming from a strong background of educators, I really enjoy teaching children and adults
about all the wonders of nature. Sugar Grove Nature Center is the perfect place where I can
combine my two strongest passions. This internship will mark the beginning of my experience
in Environmental Education and I look forward to all the things I will be learning and the people
(and critters) I will meet this summer!

Shannon Reigh
Hello, hello, Nature Explorers! My name
is Shannon Reigh. I am a senior at ISU
and will be graduating with a degree in
Biological Sciences- Public Outreach and
Conservation. I grew up in rural Minooka,
always outside with a growing fascination
for the birds and the bees. I am striving to
be a scientist with answers to the endless
questions that I persistently asked growing up, while conserving what's left of the
world’s natural habitat. So with perseverance and the help of Jill, Angela, and
Randy, I am getting one step closer. I will
be teaching Nature Fun Club this summer, so come join me to explore and
learn in nature’s playground! I eagerly
await the rest of summer and the adventures to come. I look forward to meeting
all of you!
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From left to right: Liz Kuehn, Shannon Reigh, and Mariah Myers

July, August, September Programs
Your interest may be the deciding factor to run a program! Most programs require advanced
registration. Please try to register at least 7 days in advance. Waiting until the last minute may
result in a program being cancelled due to low enrollment or missing out because it is full.
Unless specified otherwise, please register by e-mailing register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
or by calling 309.874.2174.

Kids
Creek Stomp
Ages: 6-8; Tuesday, July 31; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Ages: 9-12; Wednesday, August 1; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Ages: 13+; Thursday, August 2; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $15/members, $20/non-members; registration required; please bring a lunch, a towel, and
shoes and clothing suitable for water exploration.
Kids will love getting wet and muddy as they explore the banks and depths of a nearby creek! We’ll
start by learning about some of the aquatic creatures we might encounter, then head out to creek to
see what we can find!
Little Wonders: Lovely Leaves
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesday, August 15; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Fee: $5/child members, $8/child non-members; registration required.
This program is designed especially for children 3-5 years with an adult chaperone. Leaves comes
in all different shapes, colors, and sizes! Examine them up close, and observe them high on the
trees. Listen to a story, make a leafy craft, and have a snack during this fun hands-on program!
Little Wonders: Fabulous Fungi
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesday, September 19; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Fee: $5/child members, $8/child non-members; registration required.
This program is designed especially for children 3-5 years with an adult chaperone. Explore the
world of mushrooms and other Fungus in Funks Grove! Learn why they are important in nature, and
go on a hike to see what you can find! Create a fun fungus craft and listen to a story while enjoying
a snack.
Boy Scout Merit Badge Day - Nature & Science in the Grove
Saturday, September 22; 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Fee: $10/scout
Mark your calendars and plan to join us for our 3rd annual Boy Scout Merit Badge Day. Earn up
to two Merit Badges at this popular event! All classes will be taught by certified merit badge
counselors. Both individual scouts and troops are invited to take advantage of this opportunity.
This program is for scouts only (no parents or siblings). Troop leaders are welcome to attend.
Service project opportunities and camping are also available. Space is limited, so be sure to visit
our website, www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org, beginning August 1st for complete information and
registration instructions.
Continued on page 6.

E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.
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July, August, September Programs
Continued from page 5.

All Ages
Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, July 7, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Bring the family out for a day of fun at the Nature Center! A guided hike will take place at 11:00
a.m., stop inside to create a make-and-take craft at any time, and don't miss the feeding of the
turtles and snakes at 1:00 p.m. Bring a picnic lunch and make a day of it!
Imagination Grove Fun Day
Thursday, July 19; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, although a donation such as birdseed, sugar (for hummingbirds), or paper towels would be
appreciated. See our website for complete wish list. No registration required.
While Imagination Grove, our nature play area, is open daily, we have designated this special day
for you to meet other like-minded families that enjoy and appreciate nature-based play. Bring a
nature item from home to trade at the Nature Trading Post: shells, nuts, rocks, or anything else you
would like to trade. We will supply lemonade and snacks, you bring energy and imagination!
Blacksmith Demonstration
Saturday, July 21; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required.
On the third Saturday of every month, the public is invited to observe members of the Illinois Valley
Blacksmith’s Association as they work at the forge, across the parking lot from the Nature Center.
Watch them bend and twist metal into art!
Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturday, July 21; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required.
Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited to join an Irish-music jam session at the Nature Center on
the third Saturday of each month. Experienced players will be on hand to lead beginners through a
couple of tunes at a slow pace to start, then will progress to an up-to-speed session of traditional
Irish tunes. Listeners (and players) are welcome to come-and-go as they enjoy all of the other activities at Sugar Grove Nature Center. For more details, contact Martha Tyner at mtyner@iwu.edu.
Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session: Asteroids, Meteors, and Meteorites
Saturday, July 21; 8:30-10:30 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Some of the smallest bodies in our solar system have had the biggest impact on our understanding
of how the solar system formed. Join the TCAA in exploration of these curious members of our solar
system and experience their impact on our understanding and on the planets. A presentation will be
followed by a sky tour using a night sky laser pointer and telescope viewing. The program may be
cancelled in the event of a cloudy sky. Phone Carl at 309.830.4085 or Lee at 309.824.2804 to confirm if you are unsure. For additional information, visit www.tcaa.us.
Continued on page 7.
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E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.

July, August, September Programs
All Ages, continued from page 6.
Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, August 4; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
Bring the family out for a day of fun at the Nature Center! A guided hike will take place at 11:00 a.m.
Stop inside to create a make-and-take craft at any time, and don't miss the feeding of the
turtles and snakes at 1:00 p.m. Bring a picnic lunch and make a day of it!
Imagination Grove Fun Day
Friday, August 10; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, although a donation such as birdseed, sugar (for hummingbirds), or paper towels would be
appreciated. See our website for complete wish list. No registration required.
While Imagination Grove, our nature play area, is open daily, we have designated this special day
for you to meet other like-minded families that enjoy and appreciate nature-based play. Bring a
nature item from home to trade at the Nature Trading Post: shells, nuts, rocks, or anything else you
would like to trade. We will supply lemonade and snacks, you bring the energy and imagination!
Blacksmith Demonstration, Saturday, August 18; 10:00 a.m.-noon; see July 21 for description.
Acoustic Irish Music Jam, Saturday, August 18; 10:00 a.m.-noon; see July 21 for description.
Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session: Clusters & Nebulas of the Milky Way
Saturday, August 18, 8:00-10:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required.
The vast Milky Way contains a wide variety of celestial objects. After a presentation on what can be
seen, we will go on a tour of the Milky Way using telescopes and a night sky laser pointer. The program may be cancelled in the event of a cloudy sky. Phone Carl at 309.830.4085 or Lee at
309.824.2804 to confirm if you are unsure. For additional information, visit www.tcaa.us.
Hummingbird Festival & Pollination Celebration
Saturday, September 1, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required.
See page 1 for details. Please note that this festival will take the place of Family Nature Exploration
Day in September.
Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturday, September 15; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free; no registration required.
Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited to join an Irish-music jam session at the Nature Center on
the third Saturday of each month. Experienced players will be on hand to lead beginners through a
couple of tunes at a slow pace to start, then will progress to an up-to-speed session of traditional
Irish tunes. Listeners (and players) are welcome to come-and-go as they enjoy all of the other activities at Sugar Grove Nature Center. For more details, contact Martha Tyner at mtyner@iwu.edu.
Continued on page 8.

Forms for prepayment can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
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July, August, September Programs

All Ages, continued from page 7.

Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session: Stories of the Constellations
Saturday, September 15; 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Free, no registration required.
Constellations have been recognized since ancient times. Familiar stories about these pictures in
the stars will be recounted. Many other bright deep-space objects that are visible in the sky at this
time will also be highlighted. A presentation will be followed by a sky tour using a night sky laser
pointer and telescope viewing. The program may be cancelled in the event of a cloudy sky. Phone
Carl at 309.830.4085 or Lee at 309.824.2804 to confirm if you are unsure. For additional information, visit www.tcaa.us.

Adults
Outdoor Hatha Yoga
Session I: Thursdays, July 12 to August 2; 6:00-7:15 p.m.
Session Ii: Thursdays, August 16 to September 6; 6:00-7:15 p.m.
Session III: Thursdays, September 20 to October 11; time tbd.
Fee: $34/members, $39/non-members for each 4-class session. Registration and prepayment
required at least one week prior to the first class of each session. Form available at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
Experience the bliss of yoga in nature! The beauty of the natural surroundings will enhance your
ability to breathe, relax, and leave your stress behind as you perform asanas that will improve your
flexibility, strength, and resilience. Katie Funk, a certified yoga instructor at Deoskar Integrative
Health in Bloomington, will guide students of all levels through a fun and restorative yoga practice.
No previous yoga experience required.
Watercolors Series with Cynthia Kukla: A Special Focus on Color, Summer
Sunday, July 22; 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Fee: $35/members, $40/non-members, registration and prepayment required, form available at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf. Supply list will be sent upon registration.
Since color is one of the hardest areas to gain confidence with when you paint, Cynthia has
designed a special set of workshops to help gain confidence with using color. The seasons naturally
will guide us. We will bust out the luscious colors of summer with the “intense triad” during this session. Combining a rich investigation of color choices with the gentle and inspiring subjects available
to us in Funks Grove, we can have a great experience advancing our confidence with painting.
Those working with acrylics are welcome to participate, too. All levels, from beginner to advanced,
are encouraged to attend.
Butterflies of Central Illinois
Saturday, August 11; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Fee: Free/members, $5/person non-members; registration required.
Learn how to identify more than 30 species of butterflies that are common in Central Illinois with
Janet Rasmussen; Master Naturalist and Certified Interpretive Guide. She will lead you on a walk to
search for and identify butterflies in the field, and discuss their natural history, host plants, and caterpillar characteristics for some species.
Continued on page 9.
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E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.

July, August, September Programs
Adults, continued from page 8.
Hatha Yoga Workshop in the Grove
Saturday, September 8; 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p m.
Fee: $45/members, $50/non-members. Registration and prepayment required by Monday, August
27th; form available at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
This fun, instructional, and restorative course is ideal for those who are new to yoga, as well as individuals who want to deepen their current yoga practice. Immersed in the beauty of nature and abundant fresh air, we’ll practice breathing exercises, yoga postures, and meditation techniques (including a walking meditation in the woods) at a level appropriate to the
experience and physical ability of the students. A delicious, light vegetarian lunch will be provided, during which we will practice mindful eating techniques and discuss topics such as yoga philosophy and history
as well as benefits and methods of meditation and yoga practice. The
focus is on providing students with the knowledge and experience they
need to develop a fulfilling personal yoga practice and feel comfortable
participating in group yoga classes. Taught by Anita Deoskar, with more
than 10 years of experience teaching yoga, and Katie Funk, a certified
yoga instructor, both of Deoskar Integrative Health in Bloomington. No
previous yoga experience required; adults of all ages and levels of
physical ability are encouraged to register.
Beginning Blacksmith Class
Saturday, September 15; 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. OR Saturday, October 13; 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $40/members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or Illinois Valley Blacksmith Association,
$50/non-members, registration and prepayment required by September 1. Form available at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
See page 10 for details.
Stewardship Work Day
Saturdays, September 15 & 29; 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Free; no registration required for individuals. Groups interested in helping must contact the Nature
Center at least one week prior to the workday to determine whether the planned activity is suitable.
Don Schmidt leads a faithful group of volunteers in a variety of stewardship activities every other
Saturday. Stop out on occasion or join the group on a regular basis to assist with exotic species
removal, seed collection, and other projects. Work days include learning about Illinois' natural history first-hand, while spending a nice morning with friends who believe in the importance of being
stewards of the environment.

Looking ahead...
Autumn Celebration
Mark Your Calendar! Autumn Celebration will be held on Saturday, October 20, 2012! Complete
information will be in our next newsletter.
Forms for prepayment can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
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Program Spotlight
Beginning Blacksmith Class
at the Sugar Grove Forge
Saturday, September 15 OR Saturday, October 13; 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $40/members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or Illinois Valley Blacksmith Association,
$50/non-members; lunch, tools, and materials included. Registration and prepayment required by
September 1. Form available at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf. Please indicate
your preferred date on your registration form.
The Illinois Valley Blacksmith Association (IVBA) is offering a
Beginning Blacksmith Class at the Sugar Grove Forge located
at Sugar Grove Nature Center in Funks Grove. If you have
ever thought about trying your hand at pounding, bending, and
twisting metal, this one-of-a-kind program is for you! In this
hands-on program, you will work side-by-side with a blacksmith who will give you guidance and encouragement every
step of the way. By the end of the day, you will have one or
two small completed projects to take home.
The Illinois Valley Blacksmith Association's mission is to help
people realize their dreams and aspirations of constructive
and creative metalworking through participation in our many
blacksmith demonstrations, education, and training programs,
and by capitalizing on and sharing in the vast and varied
experiences of our membership and by utilizing our library and
video resources for blacksmiths.
Anyone 16 and older are welcome to register. Spots are
extremely limited. In order to ensure a quality program and
plenty of personal attention, there will be a maximum of 8
participants per class.

For additional information, contact Bill
Kauffman at 309.208.2505.
*Participants are asked to wear a longsleeved shirt and long pants made of cotton or wool; no shorts or open-toed shoes,
please. NO clothing or shoes (such as
some athletic shoes) with nylon or other
flammable materials. Safety glasses must
be worn and will be provided if needed.*
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Color & Learn: Prairie Plants

There are balls of
white flowers at
the top of the bluegreen Rattlesnake
Master. It stands
up to 4 feet tall,
and was once
thought to keep
rattlesnakes away.
It also was thought
to cure rattlesnake
bites. Neither of
these turned out to
be true.

The Common
Milkweed is an
important plant for the
Monarch Butterfly,
whose caterpillars eat
the leaves. It has
pinkish flowers, and
oozes a white milky
substance from its
stem and leaves
when damaged.

The Cup Plant can
grow up to 8 feet tall,
and has yellow
flowers. The leaves
are joined at the
square-shaped stem
to form a cup that
collects rainwater for
insects, birds, and
other animals
to drink.

Blue Vervain has
clusters of tiny blue
to purple flowers on
a tall stalk. The
leaves are velvety
to the touch.

The Compass Plant
has yellow flowers
and can grow to be 8
feet tall! It is called a
compass plant
because the rough
leaves orient themselves to face east
and west. Early
settlers used the plant
to help find their way
through the prairie.

Visit the prairie at Sugar Grove Nature Center to see these
and many other prairie flowers and grasses this summer and fall!
11

Photography in the Grove
Third Annual Nature Photography Contest
Sugar Grove Nature Center is excited to announce the “Call for Entries” for our Third Annual Nature
Photography Contest! From a close-up of a tiny insect to the vast expanse of a landscape, every
year we are astounded by our guests’ abilities to capture the natural beauty of Funks Grove and its
surrounding areas by camera.
Any photo taken between the dates of October 1, 2011 and September 30, 2012 in McLean and the
surrounding counties are eligible for submission. The photos with completed forms and entry fee
must be delivered to Sugar Grove Nature Center in person or by mail between September 1 and
September 30, 2012. There will be several categories judged in the
adult division, and a special division will be held for youth, 12 years-old
and under. A complete list of contest rules and entry forms are available on our website, www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org, by calling
309.874.2174, or emailing info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.
All winning photographs will be displayed on the Sugar Grove Nature
Center website. Photographs awarded First Place, Best in Show, and
Best of Funks Grove will also be on display at Sugar Grove Nature
Center during our Autumn Celebration on October 20, 2012.

Sherrie Snyders’ "Morning Snack"
won Best of Show in 2011.

Book on Abraham Lincoln Enters Second Printing
Photos by Robert Shaw Are Featured
The highly acclaimed book, Abraham Lincoln Traveled This Way - The America Lincoln Knew featuring photography by landscape photographer Robert Shaw and text by renowned Lincoln historian
Dr. Michael Burlingame has entered its second printing. A photograph of the prairie at Sugar Grove
Nature Center in Funks Grove graces the cover. Several other photographs of Sugar Grove can be
found throughout the book. Sugar Grove Nature Center will be selling copies of this beautiful, 276page hardcover book with all profits benefitting the Nature Center (Cover Price, $36 plus tax).
Books may be purchased during open hours at Sugar Grove Nature Center in Funks Grove. We will
also gladly mail books; shipping fees apply.
"What a magical book! . . . It is an absolute treasure . . . The book is simply amazing."
-Dr. Doris Kearns Goodwin, Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer and winner of the Lincoln Prize.

Commercial Photography/Videography Permit Implemented
We love that photographers find Sugar Grove Nature Center a beautiful place to take portraits.
Much time and effort goes into keeping our grounds looking nice. In order to ensure enjoyment and
use by all of our guests, a permit and set of guidelines for commercial portrait photographers and
videographers has been implemented. We encourage hobby photography of the grounds (landscape, plants, animals), and permits are not required. For complete information, please contact
Angela Funk at angela@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.
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Awards, Grants, & Fundraising
World of Difference Award
Sugar Grove Nature Center received the 2012 World of Difference Award, given by the Ecology
Action Center of Normal, IL at the Illinois Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo on April 14, 2012.
This annual award recognizes outstanding projects, activities, or individuals in McLean County that
promote environmental awareness or conserve natural resources. We wish to thank the Ecology
Action Center for this honor and acknowledgment of our efforts.

Angela Funk: Nominee, YWCA Women of Distinction Award
Sugar Grove Nature Center Director, Angela Funk, was nominated in the Education category for the
YWCA Women of Distinction Award, 2012. For 23 years, the YWCA McLean County has given special recognition to women who have made their mark on our community. The Women of Distinction
Award, a YWCA national initiative, recognizes the professional and personal achievement of women.

Grants from Illinois Prairie Community Foundation
and State Farm Insurance Companies
With nearly $8,000 of grant support from Illinois Prairie Community Foundation and State Farm
Insurance Companies, Sugar Grove Nature Center will acquire digital educational technologies and
nature study equipment that will enhance the Center's capacity to deliver high quality learning opportunities for many years to come.
Grant assistance will enable Sugar Grove to purchase digital educational technology, such as iPod
Touch multi-media recorders/players, digital cameras, and iPad tablets. Along with these devices,
support will be used to acquire software applications (apps) focused on nature study. In addition,
nature study equipment, including dissecting microscopes, field microscopes, stream sampling kits,
and insect sampling kits will be acquired. With these user-friendly resources to enhance instruction,
Sugar Grove Nature Center will continue to provide engaging nature learning experiences for program participants.

Wild Birds Unlimited of Normal Fundraising Efforts
Thank you to WBU for raising $340 for Sugar Grove Nature Center during their Earth Day
Fundraiser Weekend and for the many feeders received during Feeder Swap Month in April.

We Care Twin Cities Half Marathon
We Care Twin Cities Half Marathon is a 13.1 mile race through Bloomington/Normal on Saturday,
September 29th, 2012, benefitting Ecology Action Center's Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Collection Event. The half marathon will start at 7:00 a.m. with a 10K option at 7:30 a.m. There will
also be a kids’ run. A 5K race will be held on Friday, September 28 at 5:30 pm. Any race profits will
be donated to Ecology Action Center. Food will be provided after all races. For complete information, visit http://www.ecologyactioncenter.org/wctcm/.
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Making A Difference
Welcome to our new & renewing members!
Senior/student
Lenore Clark d Valle H. Funk d James & Barbara Johnson
Doris Kuppersmith d E. Joan Miller d Marcia Nelson

Sugar Maple
The Bret Aukamp Family d Michael Brown & Beverly Beyer d Randy & Shelly Brooks
Joy Burrell d David & Amanda Hogenson d Kerry & Kathy Kidwell d Bart & Janet Lammey
Scott & Beth Milsteadt d Jack Olker d Sharon Owen d Martha Tyner
The Jeremy Wilcox Family d Bob Williams

Paw Paw
Rosemary Dustman d Robin VanDermay & Morgan Kirkham d Eric & Nicole Pierce
The Preston-Schreck Family d In Memory of Joan Funk Skinner
The Tim & Connie White Family d Summer Cat Wollrab

American Sycamore
Dale Birkenholz d Dan & Paula Deneen d Kim Eaton
Carla Hickey d The Kankakee Ostomy Association d James Taylor

Black Walnut
Richard & Ann Funk d The Mike Prall Family

Paul A. Funk Foundation
In the mid-1990's the dream of creating a Nature Center in Funks Grove was well on its way to
reality after the Funks Grove Cemetery Association purchased the area known as Sugar Grove.
The Paul A. Funk Foundation has provided funding for Sugar Grove Nature Center from the very
beginning and has continued to support our daily operations with an annual gift. Their continued
support is vital to the programs that thousands of visitors enjoy throughout the year.

Memorial Gifts & Bequests
We hope you will consider Sugar Grove Nature Center in your estate planning. Memorial gifts and
bequests are an important way you can make a lasting contribution to the preservation and maintenance of this important natural area and environmental education center. If you wish to make a provision in your will, the following general form is suggested: "I give Sugar Grove Foundation, an
Illinois not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization (37-1338932), which receives mail at 4532 N 725 East
Road, McLean, Illinois 61754, the sum of $______ or _____ percent of the residue of my estate (or
specifically described property) for Sugar Grove Nature Center." If you have any questions, please
contact Angela Funk, Director, at 309.874.2174.

In Memoriam
Our thoughts and deepest sympathies go out to the friends and family of Joan Skinner. Her kind action of
remembering us in her trust will be so helpful in enabling us to continue sharing nature and touching lives.
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Sugar Grove Nature Center Membership
Become a member of Sugar Grove Nature Center! Your membership supports quality environmental
education programs, land stewardship, research opportunities, and so much more! Sugar Grove Foundation
is a non-profit organization that receives no tax support. Memberships, program fees, private gifts, and corporate and foundation grant support are the lifeblood of our organization.
All Membership Levels, including Student/Senior ($15), Sugar Maple ($25), and Paw Paw ($50), receive:
d Discounts on classes, programs, and events
d Benefit of checking out books from the Nature Center Library
d Discount at Annual Spring Native Plant Sale
d Reciprocal membership at nature centers around the country
The Student/Senior level is for individuals. Family memberships begin at the Sugar Maple level.
Higher giving levels:
d American Sycamore ($100)
All of the above benefits plus
d Shagbark Hickory ($250)
All of the above benefits plus
d Black Walnut ($500)
All of the above benefits plus
d Blue Ash ($1000)
All of the above benefits plus
d Bur Oak ($5000)
All of the above benefits plus

a 20% one-time discount at Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal, IL
two Free Admissions to Annual Autumn Celebration
a nature photograph featuring the flora & fauna of Funks Grove
a NatureScape Backyard Habitat Consultation
a guided trail ride through Funks Grove

h

Membership Form
$15 .
$25 .
$50 .
$100
Name:

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.Student/Senior (65+)
.Sugar Maple
.Paw Paw
.American Sycamore

$250 .
$500 .
$1000
$5000

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.Shagbark Hickory
.Black Walnut
.Blue Ash
.Bur Oak

________________________________________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: __________________

Zip: ________________

Phone: ____________________Email: ______________________________________________
How would you like your newsletter recognition to be worded? ______________________
I do not wish to be recognized in the newsletter.
Please send me newsletters via email.
Please send me newsletters via US Postal Service.
Memberships are valid for one year.
Membership contributions are tax deductible. Please ask your employer about matching gift programs!
Sugar Grove Nature Center will neither sell nor trade personal information provided by donors.

Make checks payable to Sugar Grove Nature Center and return to:
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
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Sugar Grove Foundation
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
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Nature Center Hours
April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
d
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
d
Grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
open daily dawn to dusk.

Contact us at:
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
309.874.2174
info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
Latitude: N 40° 20.893'
Longitude: W 089° 08.007'

The Nature of the Grove is now available electronically!
E-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
to be added to the list!

