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For The Love Of Nature
by Angela Funk
My love for nature started at an early age…my first word was flower. I
loved to play outside, go for walks in "the deep woods," climb trees, and
dig for worms. I fondly recall family trips to local forest preserves and
the Indiana dunes. But, I also fell in love day after day in my own backyard. The clubhouse my dad built served as the headquarters of our
suburban backyard where I "made stew," investigated mystery bird
bones, and entertained myself using my imagination. I wanted to learn
more about nature because I loved it and eventually went off to college
to study environmental biology and botany. I have spent my entire
career, close to twenty years now, sharing this love with others.
Making sure that children still have the opportunities to fall in love with
nature, like I did, is very important to us. Part of Sugar Grove Nature
Center's mission is to provide opportunities to experience and enjoy
nature. Throughout this issue of the newsletter you'll find an abundance
of opportunities to fall in love with nature; for children…maybe for the
first time, for adults…hopefully all over again!
I am also proud to announce that our nature play area, Imagination
Grove, was recently highlighted in the Association of Nature Center
Administrators quarterly journal. Visit the link on our website to read the
fabulous article for yourself. And, we are excited to be participating in a
Yale University Study on Nature Play!

Are You Ready for the
Return of the Ruby-throats?
Ruby-throated hummingbirds return to the area around
the first of May! Make it an annual tradition to hang
your feeders out on Earth Day (April 22) and you’ll never
miss those early birds passing through. Feeding hummingbirds
is easy and inexpensive…and so enjoyable! Visit our friends at
Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal or stop by the Nature Center if you
have questions.
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Nature Center Hours
April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
are always open from dawn until dusk.
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We will be closed on Easter Sunday.
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E-Mail Alerts
Would you like to receive e-mail updates that include
program reminders, local nature sightings, and nature
news? If so, e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
and include "Nature Alerts" in the subject line.

Have a WILD Party at
the Nature Center
Sugar Grove Nature Center is a great place to host a
birthday party! We provide the space, tables, and an
exciting nature program. You provide the decorations,
cake, and guests! Reserve the classroom or picnic
shelter for three hours---this allows ample time for setup
and cleanup; time to eat cake, open gifts, play games,
and have an hour of "wild" naturalist-led activities. The
fee is $50/members, $75/non-members for up to 15 participants and $5 for each additional person. Maximum
group size is 20 for ages 4-6 and 25 for ages 7 and up.
You may choose from a variety of party themes.
Reservations are required at least one month in
advance. Call 309.874.2174 or e-mail jill@sugargrovenaturecenter.org for more information or to schedule
your party!

Visit us on the web or Join us on FaceBook
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
The Nature of the Grove is a free quarterly publication of Sugar Grove Nature Center.
If you would like to be added to our mailing list, either electronically or by postal service,
please call 309.874.2174 or e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.
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Musings & Meowings by Daisy Kitty
Dear Readers,
What cats do at night is a secret you know. Still, I'll let my human friends in on my secret for a very important
reason. What happens here during the dark of night leaves me sleepless. It's best that you know about it.
You'd think that after sunset I'd be all curled up dreaming about birds and mice and things but, no, some
nights I can barely sleep! I blame it all on the sky. Read on, and you'll understand.
Some nights when I'm sleeping in the bird room I'm woken from my well-deserved slumber by the meoon!
The evil glowing meoon! It sometimes shines so brightly that I think that it's time to get up. Meow!
At other times there are people who run around in the middle of the night moving things about and talking
excitedly. All that noise keeps me awake. Instead of spending their time calling "Hey,
Kitty, Kitty" and coming to pet me, they spend all their energy looking through telescopes
and using compoooters and camras to study things in the sky. What do they call them?
Flies? No, stars!
On some nights, when I look out the bird room window at that big silo-like building sitting
nearby, I see strange red glows and intense green beams of light shooting out from the
top! It scares the wits out of me. I wonder if I haven't lost more than a few of my nine
lives as a result. But sometimes I sit and watch the dome whirl round and round. It lasts
for hours and hours. It's enough to make a cat of my delicate disposition a bit dizzy.
Well, I understand these people - they call themselves amateur astronomers (but I have Kitty Kisses,
a different name for them) - will be back! Maybe you should check them out and let me
know what's going on. I'd really appreciate it.

Daisy

Nature Center Hours to Include Sundays!
Sugar Grove Nature Center will resume regular hours on April first, with an exciting addition! Through
October 31, the Nature Center Building will be open Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday, 10:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. The grounds, trails, and Imagination Grove are open every
day from dawn until dusk. The Nature Center will be closed on Easter Sunday, April 24.

National Wildlife Federation

Great American Backyard Campout
On June 25, thousands of people across the nation will gather in their backyards, neighborhoods,
communities and parks to take part in a one-night event that will provide an experience for all generations to connect with nature. Children’s Discovery Museum and Sugar Grove Nature Center are
teaming up for the third year, bringing the campout to the Nature Center Lawn! Last year, happy
campers enjoyed hot dogs, s’mores, catching bugs, stomping in the creek, going on hikes, looking at
the stars, relaxing around the campfire, and so much more! For information on joining us this year,
see program page 12. Even if you can’t make it to our campout, consider going on a camping
adventure with your family or friends over the summer to capture the magic of the great outdoors!
For more information on the national event, visit www.backyardcampout.org.
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Nature Photography
Tom Ulrich

Acclaimed Nature Photographer
Presentation and Workshop
Nature photographer and lecturer, Tom Ulrich, will bring his nature photography presentation to Illinois
Wesleyan University on Monday, April 11, at 7 p.m. The following day, Tuesday, April 12, he is offering a digital photography workshop. A freelance photographer since 1975, Ulrich is highly acclaimed around the world
for his nature photography skills. His images have been used by many publications, including National
Geographic, National Wildlife, and Audubon. Tom has published books, field guides, and calendars, and has
received numerous prestigious awards for his work. In addition to taking photographs of the natural world,
Ulrich conducts photography workshops around the country. He has led tours to remote parts of the world,
including the Galapagos Islands, Costa Rica, and Pantanal, Brazil. For more information about Ulrich and to
view some of his work, visit www.tomulrichphotos.com.
Originally from Illinois, he now resides outside of Glacier National Park in Montana, but returns to Illinois
each spring on his photo tour and will make a stop in Bloomington-Normal on Monday, April 11. He will take
us on a photographic journey of the year 2010 in the life of a wildlife photographer. This year's focus will
include the Nature of Texas and Glacier National Park with a special feature on the hummingbirds of
Ecuador. All ages are invited to attend this special program.
On Tuesday, April 12th, he will be instructing a Nature Photography Workshop. Digital photographers are
encouraged to attend to learn about histograms, white balance, composition, quality, and digital work flow.
Don't miss this opportunity to learn valuable information and gain insight on photo technique from a skilled
expert! Spaces are limited. This program is co-Sponsored by Sugar Grove Nature Center & John Wesley
Powell Audubon Society
Presentation:
Monday, April 11; 7:00 p.m.
Fee: Members of Sugar Grove Nature Center and JWP Audubon $5/adult, $2/children under 12;
Non-members $7/adult, $3/children under 12; IWU Students free with ID; registration required.
Location: Illinois Wesleyan University's Center for Natural Sciences (CNS) Building, Room C101,
201 E. Beecher, Bloomington, IL
Workshop:
Tuesday, April 12; 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Fee: $35/members of SGNC and JWP Audubon ; $40/non-members
Registration and prepayment required. Form available at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.

Youth Photography Workshop
Ages 9-13
Saturday, April 30; 9:00 a.m.-noon
Fee: $10/members, $12/non-non-members, registration required.
Explore the art of nature photography with John Tobias! Learn to use the features of your camera while creating gorgeous photographs of the natural world. See program listings on page 4 for complete information.

Have you been taking photos to enter in the 2011 Sugar Grove Nature Center Photography Contest?
Visit our website for details.
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Gardening
You know who you are! Your tools are ready, you check the weather report each night to see if tomorrow
might be the day, you’re geared up and raring to go...TO THE GARDEN! Everything else seems secondary
to getting your fingers in the dirt and fresh air in your lungs. We share your enthusiasm and invite you out for
our Annual Native Plant Sale and Garden Work Days!

Native Plant Sale
Looking for a Paw Paw tree for your yard? How about New Jersey Tea or Button Bush? Wild Senna, White
Baneberry, Harebell, and other unique native plant plants will be featured at out annual Native Plant Sale!

Members-Only Sale
Open to the Public
Friday, May 20
Saturday, May 21
4:00 -7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Plus….all members receive a 10% discount on their total purchase both days!
Not a member? We’ll be happy to sign you up on the spot!
Bring back our natural heritage while attracting wildlife to your yard by planting native species. Not only are
they beautiful, but they are adapted to our long, cold winters and hot, dry summers. They require no fertilizer
and, once established, do not require watering. Sugar Grove Nature Center is offering a wonderful assortment of harder-to-find native perennials and shrubs to diversify your garden with color, height, foliage, and
beauty! These healthy, hardy, mature plants will arrive ready to begin landscaping your yard. Quantities are
limited and subject to supplier availability! Visit our website, www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org, after May 1
for a list of available plants and prices.

Garden Party & Work Days
Reasons to volunteer in the Sugar Grove Nature Center Gardens. Because you:
E Love to garden, but don’t have spot of your own.
E Need volunteer hours for Master Gardeners/Naturalists or another organization.
E Want to make new friends with similar interests.
E Love spending time outside.
E Can do something you enjoy, while knowing you are helping a worthwhile organization.
E Want to inspire the thousands of guests that stroll through and enjoy our gardens each year!
Garden Party: Work Days Kick-Off
Friday, April 22; 10:00 a.m. - noon
Free, registration required.
What better way to celebrate Earth Day than working in our gardens. Help with
spring clean-up, planting, mulching and more. Get your hands dirty, meet other
gardeners, and make a difference!
Garden Work Days
Every Friday, April 29 - August 12, 9:00 a.m. - noon
Free, no registration required.
Keeping up with seven gardens is a lot of work! Stop in for as little or as long
as you like. Enjoy drinks, snacks, and fellowship!
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Getting In Touch with Nature
Izaak Walton, Fly Fishing,
& the Search for Serenity

Saturday, April 9, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $10/member, $15/non-member, registration and prepaypment required. Forms can be found at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
Join Jim & David Bortell, a minister and his veterinarian son, for this inspiring workshop to learn how nature
can refresh and restore your soul! The program is designed for: persons that love to fish; persons curious
about fishing, and fly fishing in particular; persons that never plan to fish---wouldn't even dream of it; and,
persons seeking a little more serenity in their lives. The class will include a biographical sketch of anglerwriter Izaak Walton (1593-1683), author of The Compleat Angler; angling with a fly rod for the curious and
not so curious; tying flies, a demonstration; applications of all of the above for finding a little more serenity for
living, regardless of whether you fish or not. Following the class, for those wishing to stay, the leaders will
provide demonstrations of fly casting on the lawn and opportunities for participants to try it out.

Illinois Riverwatch
Citizen Scientist Training Workshop
Friday, May 6, 2011; 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Fee: $50/person, registration required. To register, contact Vera Bojic at 618-468-2881 or email
vbojic@lc.edu. Children wanting to participate as a citizen scientist may attend for free but must be accompanied by a parent or guardian that is enrolled in the program. Please bring a lunch. The registration deadline for this workshop, held at Sugar Grove Nature Center, is April 29.
Join RiverWatch to become a part of a large network of volunteers who steward and protect Illinois streams.
RiverWatch certified volunteers, referred to as Citizen Scientists, play an important role in helping identify
potentially degraded waters and areas that may need better protection. Citizen Scientists examine indicators
of water quality like stream habitat and the diversity of species such as dragonfly nymphs, beetle larva,
midges, and snails. This interactive workshop will give you the tools to test water quality and collect reliable
data to track changes in stream conditions over time. No previous experience is necessary, just enthusiasm
and the willingness to learn. A certified RiverWatch trainer will introduce you to RiverWatch and stream monitoring. This workshop will include a classroom and field component. In the classroom, you will learn how to
identify the myriad of tiny creatures (macroinvertebrates) that live in our streams and serve as indicators of
water quality. Afterwards, we will practice sampling at a local stream. You’ll be amazed by the macroinvertebrates we find! Equipment will be provided so everyone can take part in the training and learn to collect data
like a professional! Data on streams dating back to 1995 are maintained by the National Great Rivers
Research and Education Center (NGRREC) in an online, user-friendly database. Visit ngrrec.org to learn
more about RiverWatch.

Curse of the Creepy Crawlers:
Macroinvertebrates and stream ecology
Saturday, April 16; 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Free, donations welcome; all donations will be given to the Illinois RiverWatch Network
Location: Mennonite Church of Normal (MCN), 805 S Cottage Ave, Normal, IL
Sponsored by MCN Creation Care Committee, http://normalmennonite.org/Stewarding/Creation%20Care
Join us for a PowerPoint presentation on macroinvertebrates and stream ecology by Jim Bland, author of the
Illinois Macroinvertebrates Guide. Jim will introduce us to some of our more charismatic Illinois stream fauna.
Parents with children middle-elementary age and older are especially invited to attend together.
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Getting In Touch with Nature

Nature Play: Parents & Grandparents
Connecting Children to Their Birthright
Sunday, June 12, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Fee: $ 15/members, $20 non-members; registration & prepayment required. Form can be found at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf
Presented by Karen Stephens, Director of Illinois State University Child Care Center and author of The
Complete Parenting Exchange Library on CD, available at www.childcareexchange.com. Ms. Stephens is
also instructor in child development for the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences at Illinois State
University.
The role of parents and grandparents as "gatekeepers" to children's earliest nature experiences will be
explored. A variety of strategies for connecting children to nature will be shared via presentation, small group
interaction and slideshow. The focus will be on incorporating nature into children's daily lives through
"hands-on" spontaneous experiences. Ways to use natural resources to create simple, but meaningful and
engaging natural spaces appropriate for childhood play and exploration will be emphasized. Attendees will
learn how nature promotes a wide range of abilities in children's development, from critical thinking skills to
physical coordination to managing stress.

Project Learning Tree Educator Workshop
Friday, June 17; 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Fee: $40, includes PLT guide, resources, & lunch; registration & prepayment required by June 3; 6 CPDU’s
available. Form can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
Formal and non-formal educators are invited to join facilitator Debbie Fleugel from Trees Forever at this
dynamic workshop celebrating trees! Become a Project Learning Tree certified educator while investigating
environmental topics with indoor and outdoor activities. Learn how to integrate environmental education,
while also focusing on reading, technology, or differentiated instruction. Receive PLT’s PreK-8
Environmental Education Activity Guide, correlated to national and state academic standards, and additional
resources to help you take your students outdoors! Project Learning Tree is the environmental education
program of the American Forest Foundation and is sponsored in Illinois by the Environmental Education
Association of Illinois.

Illinois Forest Exchange Box
Junior Girl
Scout Troop
1593 helped
to create a
Forest
Exchange Box
representing
the state of
Illinois to
celebrate the International Year of Forests. Throughout the year, Forest Exchange Boxes from every state
will be displayed at venues across the country. To learn more about the project and to view our box, as well
as others from around the country, visit http://www.celebrateforests.com/forest-exchange-box-program.
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Getting In Touch with Nature

Illinois Master Naturalist Training
University of Illinois Extension, in partnership with Sugar Grove Nature Center, Heartland Community College,
and Parklands Foundation will offer the Illinois Master Naturalist (ILMN) training this fall.
The Illinois Master Naturalist program provides science-based educational opportunities that connect people
with nature and help them become engaged environmental stewards. The program is designed for any adult,
age 18 or over, who is committed to life-long learning and stewardship of local resources. They must be
members of the local community who are interested in habitats, ecosystems, natural resources and the environment and who are willing to devote time to volunteering and on-going training. The training course will be
offered on Fridays, 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, August 12 - October 28. Applicants will be informally interviewed in
June. Once accepted, trainees will be required to attend all training classes, which will be led by University of
Illinois Extension educators and regional scientists. Cost for the program is $250, which consists of approximately 70 hours of classroom/field instruction and two field trips on topics related to local ecosystems.
For further information on this program or to express an interest, please visit the Illinois Grand Prairie Master
Naturalist webpage at http://web.extension.illinois.edu/mclean/mn/ to download a brochure/interest form, or
call Sharon Becker, Horticulture Program Coordinator, at 309-663-8306.

Ask the EAC...
What IS the EAC? It's the Ecology Action Center, located in Normal. It's mission is to inspire and assist residents of McLean County to create, strengthen, and preserve a healthy environment. What does that mean?
The EAC staff helps citizens find answers to questions about environmental topics like recycling, hazardous
waste disposal, clean water protection, healthy yard care, and more. This is accomplished through their website, phone calls, programs for all ages and types of groups, booths at area festivals (including Sugar Grove!),
and their walk-in center at 202 W. College Avenue, next to the Normal Public Library.
This issue's question: How do I get rid of leftover paint?
According to Kris Hall, Assistant Director of the EAC: “It depends on what kind of paint it is, and how much
you have. The best thing to do with paint is to use it! If there's enough leftover to be useful to someone, try
to give it away. We manage the local chapter of Freecycle, an online network useful for finding a new home
for useable things you no longer need. Many people have given away their paint in this manner. You can
access McLean County Freecycle, or "McFreecycle" through the EAC's website
www.ecologyactioncenter.org. If the paint is not suitable to give away and it is LATEX paint, you can dry it
out completely and throw it away with your regular trash. Latex paint is not considered a hazardous waste.
Simply pour the paint in a puddle onto several sheets of newspaper, let it dry, roll it up and dispose of it with
your household garbage. If the paint is oil based, the answer isn't so easy. Oil based paint IS considered
hazardous, and must be disposed of at a Household Hazardous Waste collection event. Those are held periodically in our county, but since they are funded by the State of Illinois and money is tight, we haven't had
one for several years. You can sign up for the notification list on our website, and we'll send you information
when we know about the next opportunity.”
Please join the Ecology Action Center for the Annual Illinois Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo, cosponsored by the Illinois Wesleyan Wellness Department. This year's expo will be Saturday, April 9, from 9-4 at
IWU's Shirk Center and features electronics recycling, a documentary on raising backyard chickens, the Kids
Green Zone, and more! Information is available at www.islwe.org or by calling 309-454-3169. We hope to
see you there!”
8

April, May, & June Programs
Your interest may be the deciding factor to run a program! Most programs require advanced
registration. Please try to register at least 7 days in advance. Waiting until the last minute may
result in a program being canceled due to low enrollment or missing out because it is full.
Please register by e-mailing register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or by calling 309.874.2174.

Kids
Girl Scout Fun Patch: Astronomy
Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts (grades 2-5), no tag-a-longs
Friday, April 8; 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Fee: $6/scout (fun patch included); $2/leader or parent chaperone. Registration is required through the Girl
Scouts of Central Illinois Office by calling Robin Howard at 217.423.7791, ext. 1302. Visa, Master Card,
check, & cash accepted.
The Twin City Amateur Astronomers will take scouts for a tour of the night sky! View from the observatory
and ground telescopes as you learn about the moon, stars, constellations, and more! This program is
co-sponsored by the Twin City Amateur Astronomers.
Little Wonders: Sing with the Frogs
Ages 3-5 with an adult
Wednesday, April 20; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Fee: $5/child members, $7/child non-members, registration required
Listen to the wacky sounds made by different kinds of frogs, then
sing along in the chorus! Create a fun frog craft, enjoy a tasty snack,
and hear an entertaining story.
Youth Photography Workshop
Ages 9-13
Saturday, April 30; 9:00 a.m.-noon
Fee: $10/members, $12/non-members, registration required
Explore the art of nature photography with John Tobias! Learn to use the features of your camera while creating gorgeous photographs of the natural world. Please bring a digital camera with fully charged batteries
(or extra batteries), and a memory card that can hold up to 100 images. You will spend some time outdoors,
so dress for the weather.
Girl Scout Fun Patch: Beautiful Birds
Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts (grades 2-5), no tag-a-longs
Saturday, May 14; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Fee: $6/scout (fun patch included); $2/leader or parent chaperone. Registration is required through the Girl
Scouts of Central Illinois Office by calling Robin Howard at 217.423.7791, ext. 1302. Visa, Master Card,
check, & cash accepted. Registration deadline is April 22.
Bird migration is in full swing! Learn all about woodpeckers, warblers, hawks, and hummingbirds at this fun
program! We'll take a nature hike to look and listen for birds, make a craft, and more! This program is cosponsored by the John Wesley Powell Audubon Society and Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal.
Little Wonders: All Eyes on Owls
Ages 3-5 with an adult
Wednesday, May 18; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Fee: $5/child members, $7/child non-members, registration required
Learn all about these night birds from their beaks to their tails and everything in between! Create an owl
craft, listen to a fun story, and have a tasty snack.
Continued on page 10.
E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.
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April, May, & June Programs

Kids, continued from page 9.

Homeschool: All About Owls
Ages 6+
Thursday, May 12, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Fee: $10/child members, $12/child non-members, registration required
Explore the lives of owls, from their senses of sight & hearing, to what they eat and how they catch their prey.
We will also dissect owl an owl pellet and do an owl art project. A snack will be provided, bring a lunch.
Girl Scout Fun Patch: Fairy Houses & Nature Play
Brownie and Junior Girl Scouts (grades 2-5), no tag-a-longs
Saturday, June 11, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $6/scout (fun patch included); $2/leader or parent chaperone. Registration is required through the Girl
Scouts of Central Illinois Office by calling Robin Howard at 217.423.7791, ext. 1302. Visa, Master Card,
check, & cash accepted. Registration deadline is May 20.
Make mud pies, help us dig to China, ride the zip line, and more after you've used your imagination to create
a fairy home to hide among the trees in Imagination Grove.
Kids classes from June - August are listed in the Summer Nature Study Section, beginning on page 15.

All Ages
Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, April 2, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required
Bring the family out for a day of fun at the Nature Center! A guided hike will take place at 11:00 a.m., stop
inside to create a make-and-take craft at any time, and don't miss animal feeding time at 1:00 p.m. Bring a
picnic lunch and make a day of it!
Birth of Stars, Orion's Nebual: Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session
Saturday, April 9, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Free; no registration required
Join the Twin City Amateur Astronomers at the Sugar Grove Observatory to learn how stars, star clusters,
and planets are born from large clouds of interstellar gas. We will also tour the night skies, point out constellations, and give you a look through our telescopes at beautiful celestial objects. The program may be cancelled in the event of a cloudy sky. Phone Carl at 309.830.4085 or Lee at 309.324.2804 to confirm if you are
unsure. For additional information, visit their website at http://twincityamateurastronomers.org.
Tom Ulrich Nature Photography Presentation
Monday, April 11; 7:00 p.m.
Fee: Members of Sugar Grove Nature Center and JWP Audubon $5/adult, $2/children under 12; NonMembers $7/adult, $3/children under 12; IWU Students free with ID; registration required.
Location: IUW’s Center for Natural Sciences (CNS) Building, 201 E. Beecher, Bloomington, IL
Tom Ulrich is back with even more captivating nature photographs and fascinating stories! See page 4 for
complete information.
Blacksmith Demonstration
Saturday, April 16; 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required.
Observe members of the Illinois Valley Blacksmith's Association on the third Saturday of every month, as they
work at the Sugar Grove Forge, across the parking lot from the Nature Center.
Continued on page 11.
10
E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.

April, May, & June Programs

All Ages, continued from page 10.

Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturday, April 16; 10:00 a.m. - noon
Free, no registration required
Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited to join an Irish-music jam session at the Nature Center on the 3rd
Saturday of each month, from 10 a.m. - noon. Experienced players will be on hand to lead beginners
through a couple of tunes at a slow pace to start, then they will progress to an up-to-speed session of traditional Irish tunes. Listeners (and players) are welcome to come-and-go as they enjoy all of the other activities at Sugar Grove Nature Center. For more details, contact Martha Tyner at mtyner@iwu.edu.
Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, May 7, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required; see April 2 listing.
Saturn's Rings: Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session
Saturday, May 7, 9:00-11:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required
The ringed planet provides one of the most compelling sights you can view through a telescope. We will
highlight Satapoint out constellations, and give you a look through our telescopes at beautiful celestial
objects. The program may be cancelled in the event of a cloudy sky. Phone Carl at 309.830.4085 or Lee at
309.324.2804 to confirm if you are unsure. For additional information, visit their website at tcaa.us.
National Walk in the Woods Day
Saturday, May 21
What better place to celebrate National Walk in the Woods Day than Funks Grove. Stop by the Nature
Center to pick up a trail map or visit our website.
Blacksmith Demonstration
Saturday, May 21; 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required
See April 16 listing.
Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturday, May 21; 10:00 a.m. - noon
Free, no registration required
See April 16 listing.
Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturday, June 4; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required
See April 2 listing.
Death of Stars, Planetary Nebulae: Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Session
Saturday, June 4, 9:00-11:00 p.m.
Free; no registration required
As a star burns up its hydrogen fuel, amazing things happen to the star. We review the relation between variable stars, planetary nebulae and supernovae. We will also tour the night skies, point out constellations, and
give you a look through our telescopes at beautiful celestial objects. The program may be cancelled in the
event of a cloudy sky. Phone Carl at 309.830.4085 or Lee at 309.324.2804 to confirm if you are unsure. For
additional information, visit their website at tcaa.us.
Continued on page 12.
E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.
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April, May, & June Programs

All AGes, continued from page 11.

Launch Into Summer!
Tuesday, June 7 - Friday, June 10; 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required
Kick off the summer season at Sugar Grove Nature Center! Each day, a guided hike will take place at 11:00
a.m. and a different nature center animal will be featured at 1:00 p.m. Create a fun make-and-take nature
craft anytime throughout the day. Play in Imagination Grove and explore the nature center grounds.
Lemonade and snacks will be available, but you might want to bring a lunch and spend the day…the kids
won't want to leave!
Campfire Program: Sneaky & Stryker, the Snakes
Friday, June 10; 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Fee: Free/members, $3/person non-members; registration required
Meet the snakes that make the Nature Center their home and learn about others that live in Illinois. After the
program, make a snake craft then gather around the fire for delicious s'mores and lemonade.
Imagination Grove Fun Days
Friday, June 17; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Friday, July 15; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 11; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, although a donation such as birdseed, sugar (for hummingbirds), or paper towels would be appreciated.
See our website for complete wish list. No registration required.
While Imagination Grove, our nature play area, is open daily, we have designated this special day for you to
meet other like-minded families that enjoy and appreciate nature-based play. Bring a nature item from home
to trade at the Nature Trading Post: shells, nuts, rocks, or anything else you would like to trade. We will supply lemonade and snacks, you bring energy and imagination!
Blacksmith Demonstration
Saturday, June 18; 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, no registration required.
See April 16 listing.
Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturdays, June 18; 10:00 a.m. - noon
Free, no registration required.
See April 16 listing.
Great Backyard Campout
A partnership with the Children's Discovery Museum and Sugar Grove Nature Center
Saturday, June 25, 3:00 p.m. - Sunday, June 26, 10:00 a.m.
Fee: $8/person members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or the Children's Discovery Museum, $10/non-members. Children under the age of 3 are free. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.
Registration required by calling the Children's Discovery Museum at 309.433.3444, activity # 906560-01.
Grab your sleeping bag and tent and join us as we celebrate the great outdoors for this national event! Bring
your family and enjoy nature-related science and art activities, listen to the sounds of the woods as you take
a night hike, view the stars with the Twin City Amateur Astronomers, explore Imagination Grove, or just sit by
the campfire for stories and songs. A campfire dinner and light breakfast are included. Payment must
accompany registration. 24-hour cancellation required for credit.

Continued on page 13.
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E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.

April, May, & June Programs

Continued from page 12.

Adults
Stewardship Work Days
Saturdays, April 2, 16, 30; May 14, 28; 9:00-11:00 a.m.
June 11, 25; 8:00-10:00 a.m.
Free, No registration required for individuals. Groups interested in helping must contact the Nature Center at
least one week prior to the workday to determine whether the planned activity is suitable.
Don Schmidt leads a faithful group of volunteers in a variety of stewardship activities every other Saturday.
Stop out on occasion or join the group on a regular basis to assist with exotic species removal, seed collection, and other projects. Work days include learning about Illinois' natural history first-hand, while spending a
nice morning with friends who believe in the importance of being stewards of the environment.
Isaac Walton, Fly Fishing & The Search For Serenity
Saturday, April 9; 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $10/member, $15/non-member, registration and prepayment required. Form available at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
This program will help you find serenity in nature, whether you are interested in fishing or not. See page 6 for
complete information.
Tom Ulrich Nature Photography Workshop
Tuesday, April 12; 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Fee: Members of Sugar Grove Nature Center and JWP Audubon $35; Non-Members $40
Registration and prepayment required. Form available at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf
Don't miss this opportunity to learn valuable information and gain insight on photo technique from a skilled
expert! See page 4 for complete information.
Garden Party: Work Days Kick-Off
Friday, April 22; 10:00 a.m. - noon
Free, registration required.
What better way to celebrate Earth Day than working in our gardens. Help with
spring clean-up, planting, mulching and more. Enjoy drinks and snacks while meeting
other gardeners! See page 5 for complete information.
Garden Work Days
Every Friday, April 29 - August 12, 9:00 a.m. - noon
Free, no registration required. Children should be accompanied by an adult.
Keeping up with seven gardens is a lot of work! Help out while earning volunteer hours at a
certified community partner site. Enjoy drinks, snacks, and fellowship! See page 5 for
complete information.
RiverWatch Workshop
Friday, May 6; 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Fee: $50/person, registration required.
Become a Citizen Scientist! Learn to identify aquatic macroinvertebrates and collect data to monitor the streams in our area. See page 6
for complete information, including registration details.

Continued on page 14.

E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.
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April, May, & June Programs
Adult Programs, Continued from page 13.

Plein Air Painting
Saturdays, May 14 & 21; 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Fee: $30/members, $35/non-members, registration required
Grab your paints, brushes, and easels! Plein air is the art of painting "in the open air." Each day will start
with a brief instructional session by instructor, Dale C. Evans. Then, find a beautiful spot to create your work
of art. The painting session will be followed by a sack lunch (bring your own, or light snacks will be available)
and "show and tell.” This program is open to artists of all levels of experience and all media (oils, acrylics,
watercolor, pastels, etc.). A list of recommended supplies can be obtained on the Nature Center website,
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org, or by contacting Dale C. Evans at ukelinatik@aol.com. This event will take
place rain or shine. There are plenty of locations under cover. If you’d like to see examples of Dale’s work,
check out the 404 Main Gallery in downtown Bloomington.
Backyard Bird Watching Basics II: Spring Into Birds
Saturday, May 14; 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Fee: Free/members, $5/non-members; registration required
Did you attend our Backyard Birdwatching Basics program in January and are now ready to learn how to
identify more birds or are you just now beginning to learn how to identify birds? Well here is your chance to
increase your bird identification skills. We will review basic bird identification techniques and show you how
to identify more than 25 common spring and summer birds! This program is sponsored by the John Wesley
Powell Audubon Society.
Native Plant Sale
Member's Only: Friday, May 20; 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Open to the public: Saturday, May 21; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
See page 5 for complete information.
Nature Play: Parents & Grandparents Connecting Children to Their Birthright
Sunday, June 12; 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Fee: $15/members, $20/non-members, registration & prepayment required. Forms can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf.
Parents and grandparents wanting ways to incorporate nature into the daily lives of their children and grandchildren will benefit greatly from this workshop. See page 7 for complete information.
Project Learning Tree: Workshop for Formal & Non-formal Educators
Friday, June 17; 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Fee: $40, includes guide, resources, lunch, & snacks. Registration & prepayment required.
Forms can be found at www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/registernow.pdf
Learn how to integrate environmental education, while also focusing on reading,
technology, or differentiated instruction. See page 7 for complete information.
Lavender Wands
Sunday, June 19; 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Fee: Free/members, $5/non-members, registration required
Let's capture summer's fragrance and make lavender wands!! Made with blooming lavender, the wands are
pretty, functional items which can be used as sachets for your linens, gifts or as herbal decorations - sweet
reminders of summer blooming lavender. Centuries ago, lavender was gathered and transformed into these
delightful wands or bottles. We'll use fresh cut lavender from the Nature Center's herb garden and ribbon to
craft a simple lavender wand for you to take home and enjoy.
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E-mail register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or call 309.874.2174 to register.

Summer Nature Study
Fostering a love and appreciation of nature at an early age is so very important. What better way to
spend the summer than exploring, discovering, and learning about nature! With a diverse range of topics
geared towards ages 3 and up, you are sure to find a program to fit your interests! Advanced registration
is required and class size is limited. To register, please fill out the form on page 17 or at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/sns11.htm and mail it in with your payment. Registrations must be received
two weeks prior to the program start date. Programs may be cancelled if minimum participant numbers
are not met.

Little Wonders
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Fee per class: $5/child members; $7/child non-members, registration required.
Register for each program separately.
Each program will focus on an exciting nature topic with hands-on activities,
entertaining stories, yummy snacks, and creative crafts!
Wednesday, June 15: Geez! Bees!
Explore the fascinating world of these industrious insects.
Wednesday, July 20: Little Campers
Join us for a fun "pretend" indoor campout, complete with stars, night sounds, and s'mores!
Wednesday, August 17: Little Nature Center on the Prairie
Explore the plants & animals of the prairie using all five senses!

Nature Fun Club
Ages: 6-12
Tuesdays, June 14-August 2; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: One child: $80/members, $100/non-members; additional siblings: $60/members, $80/non-members;
registration required, please bring a lunch.
Discovery, investigation, and exploration will be emphasized in this exciting program. Along with environmental themes, show-and-tell, and projects, club members will enjoy plenty of unstructured time in nature. Kids
may be divided by age and/or special interests.

Creek Stomp
Ages: 6-8; Wednesday, July 13; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Ages: 9-12; Thursday, July 14; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $20/members, $25/non-members; registration
required; please bring a lunch.
Kids will love getting wet and muddy as they explore
the banks and depths of a nearby
creek! We’ll start by learning
about some of the aquatic
creatures we might
encounter,
then head out
to creek to see
what we can find!
15

Summer Nature Study
Nature Art
Ages: 6-12
Sky Art
Wednesday, June 22; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $25/members, $30/non-members, all supplies included; registration required; please bring a lunch.
Learn color mixing and painting techniques with Sandy Bales to achieve the looks of painting masters. Then,
observe day, night, sunny, stormy, sunrise & sunset skies and create your own masterpiece!
Earth Art
Wednesday, June 29; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $25/members, $30/non-members, all supplies included; registration required; please bring a lunch.
What would the prairie look like to you if you were only one inch tall? Using oil pastels and other media,
explore features of the earth that will inspire beautiful artwork, under the guidance of Sandy Bales.
Telling Nature’s Stories with Puppets
Wednesday, August 3 - Thursday, August 4; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $50/members, $60/non-members, all supplies included; registration required; please bring a lunch.
Explore different types of puppets and how they can be used to convey stories about nature and the environment. Participants will create puppets, then choose a story or make up their own to perform for each other
and their adults at 2:30 on the final day. If you can’t make it to the show, don’t worry. Sandy & Jill will make
a dvd of all performances for each child!

Maple Sirup programs
were a huge success!

Kids enjoyed the snow during Experience Winter Camp.

The ABC Runners raised over $700 for Sugar Grove Nature Center during their January running event.
Thanks so much to everyone who took part!
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Summer Registration Form
Please print. One student per form. You may copy this form as needed or print additional copies at
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org. Please register two weeks prior to first day of the program. Programs may
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met.
Student's Name: ________________________________________________________ Age: ____________
Last

First

Parent's/Guardian's Name: ____________________________________
Last

Address:

Email: ____________________

First

______________________________________________________________________________
Street

Day Phone #:

______________

City, State

Emergency Contact & Phone #:

Zip Code

______________________________

People, other than myself, authorized to pick up my child: ________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Any allergies, medical conditions, or special dietary needs we should know about (if applicable):
______________________________________________________________________________________
Rules
1. Students are expected to give proper respect to staff, volunteers, other program participants, equipment,
and the grounds at all times.
2. Students must be dressed appropriately for weather and circumstances of the class. No sandals, please.
3. Participants will arrive and be picked up on time.
4. All behavior problems will be reported to parents. Any behavior problems which are not remedied will
result in the expulsion of the student from class and forfeiture of any monies paid for the current class.
5. Refund policy: A full refund will be issued if cancellation occurs two weeks prior to program. After that
date, credit will be given towards another program, to be used within six months.
I have read and understand the rules of Sugar Grove Nature Center. I understand that students will be
expected to abide by these rules, and if misconduct occurs, I will be informed. I will not hold Sugar Grove
Nature Center or the Sugar Grove Foundation or their agents liable in case of accident or injury to my child. I
understand that my child may be photographed for future publications or promotional pieces.
Signature:_____________________________________

Date:_____________

Please enter information for your requested classes:
Class

Date & Time

Cost

1.____________________________________________

____________________

________________

2.____________________________________________

____________________

________________

3.____________________________________________

____________________

________________

Total:________________
Please mail completed registration form with check to Sugar Grove Nature Center to: Sugar Grove Nature
Center, 4532 N 725 East Road, McLean, IL 61754. You will receive confirmation upon receipt of your
registration. If you have any questions, call 309-874-2174 or email register-sgnc@earthlink.net.
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Thanks to Our Supporters

Welcome to our new & renewing members!
Senior/student
Ron Ropp d Beverly Branning d Lenore Clark d Mrs. Lucy Patterson
Bob & Jan Ward d Margaret Wilson

Sugar Maple
Daniel & Wendy Anderson d Sharon Becker d Dan & Lynnette Bixby Family d Stacy Brandt
Melinda Cheek d Julie Cremer d The Davisons d Wendy Dement d Jane Dresner d Matt Edwards
Sarah, Joe, Josiah, & Caleb Flint d Tyler Lotz & Erin Furimsky d Linda L. Giles d Charles & Linda Joyce Grotevant
The Hohulins d Jane Hoobler d The John Hunt Family d Mrs. Lorna Kavelman d Darin & Jessica Leman Family
Tanja Mahner d Troy Marcy d Karen McCarey d Paul & Jane Peak d Connie & John Rich d Suzanne Rogers
Tim Roop d Bonnie Ross d The Schulz-Suess Family d Raymond Sevier
Dorothy K. Smith - In Memory of Thomas Moore d Bruce Sutter d Sharon Tallon d Bridgette VanHook
The Waddell Family d The Roger & Paula Wager Family d Wallace & Betty Yoder

Paw Paw
Merlin Anderson d Sandy Bales d R. Charles & Laura Baue d Janet Beach Davis Family d Beth Bristow
Larry Bross d Larry & Emma Funk d Given & Jean Harper d Ruth Harris & Kirk Lewis
Jason & Kari Marvel d Gretchen Monti d Dick & Marcia Nagy d Tom & Susan Parrent d The Payne Family
David & Joyce Schmoeger d Bill & Barbara Thatcher d Phylis VerSteegh d Summer Wollrab

American Sycamore
Roger & Deb Aukerman d Sandy Bush d David & Laura Coe d Adam & Val Funk
Angelo Capparella & Gretchen Knapp d Larry & Jonalee Mikesh d Stephen P. & Marcia Thomas
Richard & Eileen Wagner d Ryan Weishalla & Tara d John & Marilyn Freese d Benjamin Funk
Bert & Betty Hornbrook d Gary Huppert d Jane Huppert d Betty J. Keough d Phil Thornton & Janet Rasmussen
Clint & Cheri Rehtmeyer d Robert Shaw d John R. Stuckey d Jim & Patricia Welander

Shagbark Hickory
The Hedberg Family d CJ & Pat Oien d Ms. Mary Lynne Poole d Joy Ralston d Mark & Carol Cabaj

Black Walnut
George & Marylou Farnsworth d Carl & Carolyn Wenning

Blue Ash
Gary & Linda Bristow

A special thank you to the Paul A. Funk Foundation and Hazel Funk Homes Trust
for their continued generous support of Sugar Grove Nature Center. And, to all of the people who have
helped make the development of Sugar Grove Nature Center a reality.
Thanks to the following Businesses for providing material donations and in-kind services:
Don Owens Tire, Tarvin’s Culligan, AB Hatchery, Funks Grove Veterninary Services,
Wendell Niepagen Greenhouses & Garden Center, and Wild Birds Unlimited of Normal.
To find out how your business can assist Sugar Grove Nature Center, call Angela at 309.874.2174.

Memorial Gifts & Bequests
We hope you will consider Sugar Grove Nature Center in your estate planning. Memorial gifts and bequests
are an important way you can make a lasting contribution to the preservation and maintenance of this important natural area and environmental education center. If you wish to make a provision in your will, the following general form is suggested:
"I give Sugar Grove Foundation, an Illinois not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization (37-1338932), which receives
mail at 4532 N 725 East Road, McLean, Illinois 61754, the sum of $______ or _____ percent of the residue
of my estate (or specifically described property) for Sugar Grove Nature Center." If you have already named
Sugar Grove Nature Center in your plans, we would like to acknowledge your meaningful gift. Please contact
Angela Funk, Director, at 309.874.2174.
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Sugar Grove Nature Center Membership
Become a member of Sugar Grove Nature Center! Your membership supports quality environmental
education programs, land stewardship, research opportunities, and so much more! Sugar Grove Foundation
is a non-profit organization that receives no tax support. Memberships, program fees, private gifts, and corporate and foundation grant support are the lifeblood of our organization.
All Membership Levels, including Student/Senior ($15), Sugar Maple ($25), and Paw Paw ($50), receive:
d Discounts on classes, programs, and events
d Benefit of checking out books from the Nature Center Library
d Discount at Annual Spring Native Plant Sale
d Reciprocal membership at nature centers around the country
The Student/Senior level is for individuals. Family memberships begin at the Sugar Maple level.
Higher giving levels:
d American Sycamore ($100)
All of the above benefits plus
d Shagbark Hickory ($250)
All of the above benefits plus
d Black Walnut ($500)
All of the above benefits plus
d Blue Ash ($1000)
All of the above benefits plus
d Bur Oak ($5000)
All of the above benefits plus

a 20% one-time discount at Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal, IL
two Free Admissions to Annual Autumn Celebration
a nature photograph featuring the flora & fauna of Funks Grove
a NatureScape Backyard Habitat Consultation
a guided trail ride through Funks Grove

h

Membership Form
$15 .
$25 .
$50 .
$100
Name:

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.Student/Senior (65+)
.Sugar Maple
.Paw Paw
.American Sycamore

$250 .
$500 .
$1000
$5000

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.Shagbark Hickory
.Black Walnut
.Blue Ash
.Bur Oak

________________________________________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: __________________

Zip: ________________

Phone: ____________________Email: ______________________________________________
How would you like your newsletter recognition to be worded? ______________________
I do not wish to be recognized in the newsletter.
Please send me newsletters via email.
Please send me newsletters via US Postal Service.
Memberships are valid for one year.
Membership contributions are tax deductible. Please ask your employer about matching gift programs!
Sugar Grove Nature Center will neither sell nor trade personal information provided by donors.

Make checks payable to Sugar Grove Nature Center and return to:
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
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Sugar Grove Foundation
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
The Nature of the Grove is now
available electronically!
E-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
to be added to the list!

Nature Center Hours
April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Closed Easter Sunday
d
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
d
Grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
open daily dawn to dusk.

Contact us at:
Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road, McLean, IL 61754
309.874.2174
info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
Latitude: N 40° 20.893'
Longitude: W 089° 08.007'
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