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Lace up your hiking boots and explore over 7
miles of trails! Take part in guided hikes led by
Illinois Grand Prairie Master Naturalists or explore
on your own. Learn about Illinois mammals,
frogs and toads, geocaching, ﬁrst aid and trail
safety, nature journaling, and much more!

Check-in at National Trails Day Celebration Headquarters to pick up your hiking passport and begin
your journey. This event will feature activities and hikes for adults, families with children, and even
leashed four-legged friends. Special opportunities for scouts are planned, too! We encourage you to
pack a picnic lunch and plan to stay all day.

Inside Out Arts Fair
A Collaboration Between Inside Out: Accessible Art Cooperative & Sugar Grove Nature Center
Saturday, June 17; 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Free Admission! No registration for event, some workshops will require pre-registration.
Join us for a day of immersion in the arts! All ages are encouraged to take
part in workshops, make-and-take activities, and environmental arts! Artists
will be on hand for this show and sale of original art. Bring your supplies
and join in an open plein air painting event that will take place throughout the
day. Performing artists and other local organizations, such as the Irish Music
Jam Session, Illinois Valley Blacksmith Association, with more to come! Food
will be available for purchase and bringing your own picnic is encouraged.
More activities are being added as the planning continues. Please watch our
websites and social media pages and share the invitation to this event with
friends and family!

General Information
Nature Center Staff

Nature Center Hours
April - October

Angela Funk
Director

Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

angela@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.

Jill Wallace
Environmental Educator

November - March

jill@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Rachael Kramp
Volunteer Coordinator &
Environmental Support Specialist

Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
are open daily from dawn until dusk.

rachael@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Miles Ebell
Clifton Ulbricht
Laurie Wheatley
Interns
Daisy Kitty
Feline Relations Specialist

Nature Center Closings
In the event that the Nature Center or portions
of the grounds will be closed during what would
normally be open hours, this information will be
announced on Facebook and voicemail.

daisy@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Sugar Grove Foundation
Board of Directors
Linda Bristow, President

Newsletter
The Nature of the Grove is a free quarterly
publication of Sugar Grove Nature Center.
If you would like to be added to our
mailing list, either electronically or by
postal service, please call 309.874.2174 or
e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.

Gary Huppert, Treasurer

E-Mail Alerts

Craig Alexander, Secretary

To receive e-mail updates that include program
reminders, local nature sightings, and nature news,
e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org and
place “Nature Alerts” in the subject line.

Tricia Braid
Eric Funk
Richard Park
John Rehtmeyer

Website & Facebook

Don Schmidt

Visit us on the web or Like us on Facebook!
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
facebook.com/sugargrovenaturecenter

Eric Vaughn
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Musings & Meowings

by Daisy Kitty

Dear Readers,

It seems as if everyone has something to say these days! Silly complaints, vicious battles over what
belongs to who, and even bold declarations of love. Of course, I’m referring to the birds I see through
my window, the animals that roam outside, and even the critters that live right here in my Nature
Center! Who did you think I was talking about?
While critter communication occurs throughout the year, it grows to a fever pitch when the
temperatures get warmer and green stuﬀ starts to grow again. Trills, howls, peeps, and strange
sounds I can’t even begin to describe. All this noise makes me want to put up a sign: “Quiet already!
Kitty trying to sleep here!”
From inside the nature center, the grey tree frogs wake me up in the middle of the night with their
quickly quavering eh-eh-eh-eh-eh-eh-eh-eh. The toads trrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiil like a person rolling their r’s.
And while the snakes might make an ocassional hiss (it’s actually more like a huﬀ), if the turtles are
upset, they really hiss! That’s how Hisserella the red eared slider got her name, you know.
Outside, things get even wackier! Birds sometimes sound like they are saying real people words!
There’s a barred owl that is always asking, “Who cooks for you? Who cooks for you all?” No one. No
one cooks for me. My meals come prepared. A rufous sided towhee tells me to “Drink your tea!” No
thank you. Water is ﬁne. Other birds make somewhat nonsensical sounds. Woodcocks peeeeent,
Red winged blackbirds gur-gul-eeeeeeee, and there’s even a cat bird that meows! The chickadees
want everyone to know who they are as they belt out chick-a-dee-dee-dee.
But what are all these crazy creatures really trying to say? I’m going to let you in on a little secret.
What my guests hear as beautiful, melodic refrains from the birds in my Bird Garden can actually be
threats and insults being hurled at each other! Usually over food or being in someone else’s space.
I can totally understand that. But it can be nice, too. “I like you,” “I love you,” and some of the worst
pick-up lines I’ve ever heard! “Are you an owl? Because
you’re a hoot!” And sometimes it is just a quick, “Hi. How
ya doing?”
I probably shouldn’t be too hard on the rowdy rascals. I
mean, not many animals can express themselves as
eloquently as me. A gravelly, raspy, “mmmmmrrrrrrrr” ﬁrst
thing in the morning means I’ve barely survived the long,
unforgiving night and will surely perish if I don’t receive
nourishment promptly. Forceful and sharp “MOWW” is
fairly obvious: pet me now... I said now! A bright, perky
“meow” signals time to go in the Bird Room for petting
time or to the kitchen for feeding time, depending on where
I am standing. And, of course, “prrrrrrrrrrrrrrr” means
I’m the happiest kitty in the world! Why can’t all animals
communicate as eﬀectively?
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Kitty kisses,

Items of Interest
Sundays in the Sap House!
Every Sunday in April from Noon – 4:00 p.m.

Enjoy Sundays exploring the nature of Funks Grove! Start your adventure at the Sap House on the
lawn near the Covered Bridge where each week a new topic will be featured. Indoor displays and
activities will get you ready for your outdoor exploration. Check out binoculars and ﬁeld guides or
grab an exploration pack full of items to assist you on your adventure!
April 2: Paws on the Path
Enjoy the trails at Funks Grove or elsewhere, but be sure you know your trail etiquette and practice
Leave No Trace. Special information for hiking with your canine companion will be available.
Dog (and human) treats provided!
April 9: Letterboxing Adventure
Learn what letterboxing is and follow clues to 7 locations at Sugar Grove to learn more about the site
and the plants and animals that call it home! Earn a prize for completing the challenge!
April 16: Rabbits & Ribbits
Learn about the Easter bunny’s native relative the Eastern Cottontail Rabbit---pet a pelt, learn to
identify tracks and scat, and ﬁnd out what you should do if you ﬁnd young rabbits in your yard. Then
explore the world of frogs and toads! Imitate their calls and ﬁnd out where to spy them.
April 23: Garlic Mustard Smackdown
What is an exotic, invasive species and why is managing for them important? Learn all about our #1
nemesis, help us wrangle it, and taste some garlic mustard salad.
April 30: Spring Woodland Wildﬂowers
The only time of year you’ll see these beauties is spring and they won’t be around for long! Check
out an ID card to take on your ﬂower foray!

Wild ones Native Plant Sale
Hosted by the Illinois Prairie Chapter of Wild Ones
Saturday, May 20; 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Where: Evergreen FS Building (formerly the University of Illinois Extension Building)
402 N Hershey Road, Bloomington, IL
The sale will include plants for you to create your own:
Butterﬂy Garden d Drought-tolerant Garden d Hummingbird Garden d Rain Garden
Shade Garden d Urban Garden (plants under 3’) d Small Trees & Shrubs are also typically available
For additional information and a tentative list of available plants
visit illinoisprairie.wildones.org/nativeplantsale/
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Meet the Interns
Miles Ebell

I am a senior Biology major and Environmental Studies
minor at Illinois Wesleyan University. I was born in
Santa Monica, California but grew up in the city of
Chicago. I currently play for Illinois Wesleyan’s lacrosse
team and hope to end up doing either research or
conservation ﬁeldwork, anything that lets me work
outside and visit new places. I am particularly interested
in birds and the ocean. In the meantime, however, I
am enjoying helping out at Sugar Grove Nature Center.
Getting to know and work with everyone has been a
great experience that I hope to continue!

Clifton Ulbricht

Hello there! My name is Clifton Ulbricht and I am a
senior Geography student at Illinois State University.
Geography has given me a chance to connect my
greatest passions, technology and nature. Coming
from a small country town, I have always been
fascinated with the natural world and the wonders that
it holds. From the beauty of the changing seasons
to the wonderful events we hold for our community,
Sugar Grove Nature Center has helped me learn so
much about the world around us. Working outside
everyday and getting a chance to meet other people
who also hold a fascination towards nature has
been such an amazing experience. In the world of
everchanging technological advancements, it is nice to see adults and children going outside and
exploring the world that surrounds them. I really enjoy having the chance to teach others about Sugar
Grove, and learn myself.

Laurie Wheatley

Hello! My name is Laurie Wheatley. I am a senior at Illinois State
University in the Geography program and will graduate with my
Bachelor’s degree in May of this year. I am also a full-time employee
in the Admissions Oﬃce at Illinois State, where I mostly work with
Graduate and International students. The reason I sought an internship
at Sugar Grove Nature Center is that I love nature and very much enjoy
sharing it with others. My ultimate career goal is to be employed as a
park ranger in the National Park Service. I have enjoyed the time that I
have spent at the Nature Center and look forward to the rest of my time
here, meeting new people and learning new things!
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April-June Programs
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, programs require advanced registration and payment. Space is limited. Classes could
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline. Please contact us for availability after the
registration deadline has passed. Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.
For questions, email register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or phone 309.874.2174.

Kids

Tiny Melodies Gone Wild
Most exciting for children birth to age 4, but all ages are welcome with an adult chaperone.
Fridays, April 7, May 5, & June 2; 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Fee per class: $10/child members; $15/child non-members with an adult chaperone. Registration
and payment required one week prior to the program.
Tiny Melodies: Gone Wild, is an interactive Family Music Making Experience! Children AND their
caregivers will join Meryl Brown, Board Certiﬁed Music Therapist, in a variety of music-making
opportunities including, but not limited to, instrument play, singing, movement and storytelling. For
more information on this program and others like it, visit developingmelodies.com.
Homeschool: Four Weeks on the Forest Floor
Ages 9-16
Tuesdays, April 18-May 9 (4 sessions); 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Fee for series: $32/members; $40/non-members. Registration and prepayment required by April 11.
Students will study the progression of wildﬂowers over a 4 week period by surveying, drawing, and
writing about them. We will incorporate aspects of nature journaling, biology, math, and art in this
exciting, innovative class.
Little Wonders
Ages 3-5 (with an adult chaperone)
Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
April 19: Forest Flowers
May 17: Fabulous Fungi
June 21: Rowdy Raccoons
Fee: $5/child members, $8/child non-members with an adult chaperone.
Registration and payment required by the Sunday before the program.
Discover the wonders of nature in these hands-on, interactive classes. A
snack will accompany story time and a fun craft will be created.

Photo by Janet Rasmussen.

Boy Scout Bird Study Merit Badge
Saturday, April 29; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $15/scout, $5/leader. Registration and pre-payment required by April 20. No non-scouts or
siblings please. Open to troops and individual scouts.
By participating in this program, scouts will complete all of the objectives to earn their Bird Study Merit
Badge! Participants will learn the importance of bird study, how to identify birds by sight and sound,
use binoculars and ﬁeld guides, and how to attract birds to their yards. Dress appropriately for hiking
and bring a lunch. This event is cosponsored by The John Wesley Powell Audubon Society.

6

Continued on page 7

April-June Programs
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, programs require advanced registration and payment. Space is limited. Classes could
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline. Please contact us for availability after the
registration deadline has passed. Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.
For questions, email register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or phone 309.874.2174.
Continued from page 6.

Girl Scouts: Tracks, Scat, and a Hiking Badge
Saturday, May 13; 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Fee: $8/scout. Snack included. Registration required through the Girl Scouts of Central Illinois
website, getyourgirlpower.com.
Brownies can earn their Hiker Badge while enjoying the great outdoors. Discover evidence of seen
and unseen animals as you hike the trails!
See the Summer Nature Study section on page 12 for summer programs!

All Ages

Family Nature Exploration Day
Saturdays, April 1, May 6, & June 3; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free. No registration required.

Bring your family out at any time throughout the day. Create a fun make-and-take craft, take a guided
hike at 11:00 a.m., and don’t miss the feeding of the turtles, snakes, and other critters at 1:00 p.m.
Sundays in the Saphouse
Sundays, April 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30; 12:00-4:00 p.m.
Free. No registration required.
See page 4 for description.
Tuesday Night Trail Runs
Every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. through October 24th, 2017
Fee: Free, donations appreciated. No registration required.
Sugar Grove Nature Center in Funks Grove invites you to venture out to enjoy the trails or roads on
Tuesday evenings. The usual trail route is 5 miles, and is well marked. Easy-to-follow road routes of
4 or 7 miles are also an option. Don’t miss the post run party in the corn crib! Snacks and water are
provided, and you are encouraged to bring other beverages.
Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session
Saturdays, April 15, May 20, & June 17;
10:00 a.m.-noon
Free. No registration required.

Blacksmith Demonstrations
Saturdays, April 15, May 20, & June 17;
10:00 a.m.-noon
Free. No registration required.

Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited
to join an Irish-music jam session! Bring
your instrument or just enjoy the music!
For more details, email mtyner@iwu.edu.

The public is invited to observe members
of the Illinois Valley Blacksmith’s Association
as they work at the forge across the
parking lot from the Nature Center.
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Continued on page 8.

April-June Programs

Unless otherwise speciﬁed, programs require advanced registration and payment. Space is limited. Classes could
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline. Please contact us for availability after the
registration deadline has passed. Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.
For questions, email register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or phone 309.874.2174.
Continued from page 7.

Family Campﬁre Programs
Friday, April 21: Flowers in the Forest; 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 7: Fun with Fungi; 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Friday, June 9: Crafty Raccoons; 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Free/members; $5/non-members. Registration and prepayment required one week prior to event.
Learn about a diﬀerent nature-related topic each month, then gather aournd the campﬁre where we
will enjoy s’mores and the company of other families that love the outdoors!
Garlic Mustard Smackdown
Saturday, April 22; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. & Sunday, April 23; 12:00-4:00 p.m.
Free. No registration required.
The garlic mustard plant is exotic and invasive, making it an enemy of our beloved bluebells and the
other beautiful spring ﬂowers of the forest. It takes valuable resources and crowds out the native
plants that wildlife relies on and are unique to our area. You can help! At the top of every hour, staﬀ
will be giving a brieﬁng on the target, then supplying you with the necessary equipment to eradicate
this nemesis (gloves and a garbage bag). Stay as long as you want. Come with friends, family, or
even an organization!
Birdhouse Building Workshop
Saturday, April 22, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Fee: $8/kit members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or John Wesley Powell Audubon Society; $10/
non-members. Limit 2 kits per family. Registration and pre-payment required by April 14.
Spring is here and House Wrens will be returning to the area soon! Plan ahead and join us to build
a bird house at this exciting workshop. The house will attract House Wrens as well as Chickadees
and Nuthatches while the entry hole is small enough to exclude House Sparrows. All materials are
hand cut and pre-drilled by Nature Center volunteers who will also be on-hand to provide assembly
instruction and assistance.
Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Sessions: Wonders of Jupiter
Saturday, April 29; 8:30-10:30 p.m.
Free. No registration required.
Jupiter is the ﬁfth planet from the Sun and the largest in the Solar System. It is a giant gas giant
planet with a mass one-thousandth that of the Sun, but two and a half times that of all the other
planets in the Solar System combined. A 20-30 minute presentation on the featured topic will be
followed by a sky tour using a laser pointer and telescope observing. Programs will be held even in
the event of an overcast sky, but active rain will cause a cancellation of the event. When uncertain
if a session has been cancelled, check for updates on Facebook (Twin City Amateur Astronomers TCAA) or twitter (@tc_astro). For more information, visit www.tcaa.us.
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Continued on page 9.

April-June Programs
Unless otherwise speciﬁed, programs require advanced registration and payment. Space is limited. Classes could
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline. Please contact us for availability after the
registration deadline has passed. Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.
For questions, email register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or phone 309.874.2174.
Continued from page 8.

Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Sessions: Summer Binocular Objects
Saturday, May 27; 9:00-11:00 p.m.
Free. No registration required.
You don’t need a large telescope to see object in the Milky Way, or deep space as a matter of fact.
Learn what to look for and where you will ﬁnd it using simple binoculars under a dark night sky. A 2030 minute presentation on the featured topic will be followed by a sky tour using a laser pointer and
telescope observing. See description on April 20 for information on weather cancellations.
National Trails Day
Saturday, June 3; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Free. No registration required.
See page 1 for description.
Imagination Grove Fun Day
Thursday, June 8; 10:00-2:00 p.m.
Friday, July 14; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 15; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Free, although a donation such as birdseed, sugar (for hummingbirds), or toilet paper would be
appreciated. See our website for complete wish list. No registration required.
While Imagination Grove, our nature play area, is open daily, we have desinated these special days
for you to meet other like-minded families that enjoy and appreciate nature-based play. Stop out
anytime between 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and bring a nature item from home to trade at the Nature
Trading Post: shells, nuts, rocks, or anything else you would like to trade. We will supply lemonade
and snacks, your bring energy and imagination!
Arts Fair
Saturday, June 17; 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Free. No registration required.
See page 1 for description.
Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Sessions: Wonders of Saturn
Saturday, June 24; 9:00-11:00 p.m.
Free. No registration required.
Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun and the second-largest in the Solar System after Jupiter. It
is a gas giant with an average radius about nine times that of Earth. It is surrounded by an amazing
ring system. A 20-30 minute presentation on the featured topic will be followed by a sky tour using
a laser pointer and telescope observing. See description on April 20 for information on weather
cancellations.
Continued on page 10.
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April-June Programs

Unless otherwise speciﬁed, programs require advanced registration and payment. Space is limited. Classes could
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline. Please contact us for availability after the
registration deadline has passed. Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.
For questions, email register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or phone 309.874.2174.
Continued from page 9.

Adults

Leave That Willow Bee: Pollinators Need Trees & Shrubs, Too!
Saturday, April 15 or Friday, May 12; 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $10/members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or Trees Forever; $15/non-members. Registration
and pre-payment required.
Information about pollinator habitat often focuses on blooming plants that pollinators rely on during
the summer months. Join Debbie Fluegel, from Trees Forever, to learn how trees, shrubs and
associated woodland plants beneﬁt pollinators, particularly as food sources in early spring when
pollinators begin to emerge and in the winter when several kinds of pollinators seek shelter in or near
woody material. Discover how these plants can be incorporated into existing or new conservation
plantings. This presentation is for everyone who has an interest in providing habitat for pollinators
including homeowners, farmers, acreage owners, and community members.
Woodland Wildﬂower Walk
Sunday, April 23; 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Fee: Free/members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or Wild Ones, $5/non-members. Registration and
prepayment required.
Enjoy a stroll through Funks Grove to discover the diversity of wildﬂowers that carpet the forest ﬂoor.
Backyard Bird Watching Basics II: Spring Into Birds
Tuesday, May 2; 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Fee: $10/members members of Sugar Grove Nature Center or John
Wesley Powell Audubon Society, $15/non-members. Registration and
prepayment required by April 25.
Spring migrants are returning daily! Whether you are just begging to
identify birds or need to brush up on your ID skills, here is your chance.
We will review basic bird identiﬁcation techniques and show you how to
identify more than 25 common spring and summer birds! This program is
co-sponsored by the John Wesley Powell Audubon Society.
Photo by Janet Rasmussen.

A Toast to Nature: Bees, Mead, and Beer, Oh My!
Friday, May 19; 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Fee: $15/members, $20/non-members. You must be 21 or over to attend this program. Registration
and prepayment required.
Honey bees make life enjoyable in many ways! Join Central Illinois Beekeeping Association
members, Tom Pankeon and Patti Koranda, to learn about the life of honeybees and how honey can
be used to make mead and other beverages. Participants will sample beverages made using honey
and snack on light appetizers.
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Summer Fun for Adults

Unless otherwise speciﬁed, programs require advanced registration and payment. Space is limited. Classes could
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline. Please contact us for availability after the
registration deadline has passed. Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.
Continued from page 10.

Summer Soltice Celebration in the Herb Garden
Wednesday, June 21; 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Fee: $20/members, $25/non-members. Registration and prepayment required by June 14. You must
be 21 or over to attend this program.
Join us in celebrating the longest day of the year! Visit our herb garden to see what is growing.
Discover the holistic healing properties of essential oils and how these oils work to support a healthy
and balanced lifestyle. Learn the ins and outs of using crystals to heal, strengthen, and promote
healthy herbs. Create an aromatic lavender wand to take home. Taste herbal teas, refreshing
mojitos, and other tonics while you enjoy an assortment of light appetizers! Learn, sample, sniﬀ, and
enjoy an enchanted summer evening in Funks Grove. Finish oﬀ the evening by tossing fresh herbs in
the bonﬁre to insure a prosperous harvest!
Nature Camp for Grown-Ups!
Ages 18+
Fee: $30/session members, $40/session non-members. Registration and prepayment required one
week prior to start date.
Why should kids get to have all of the fun? Do you remember the fun you had at day camp as a
kid? Did you always want to go to camp, but didn’t have the opportunity? Do you need an excuse to
unplug and reconnect with nature?
Experience, Explore, & Enjoy the nature of Funks Grove at these three Nature Camps designed for
adults wanting to remember what it feels like to be a child without all the distractions of everyday life.
Each day will be ﬁlled with learning, hikes, activities, and, of course, a craft and snack!
Creek Discovery
Tuesday, June 14, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Bring your water shoes and be ready to get wet! We’ll spend time in the creek collecting
macroinvertebrates and learning about mussels. RiverWatch leader, Debbie Fluegel, will immerse
you in the wonder of aquatic wildlife. Investigate through a microscope, learn about water quality, and
explore Illinois’ amazing underwater diversity.
Bird Bonanza
Tuesday, July 12, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Members of the John Wesley Powell Audubon Society will be here to share their passion for the
feathered inhabitants of Funks Grove. Learn about the diversity of birds that nest here, how to use
binoculars and a ﬁeld guide, and about other local hot-spots to view birds. We’ll hike to the heron
rookery, visit with dicksissels, and ogle over orioles!
Nature Camp at NIGHT!
Tuesday, August 9, 6:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Enjoy dinner followed by evening activities and excursions to learn about the bugs, bats, and bizarre
beings that come alive after the sun sets! Then, the Twin City Amateur Astronomers will wow you
with a tour of their observatories and some night sky viewing.
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Summer Nature Study

Unless otherwise speciﬁed, programs require advanced registration and payment. Space is limited. Classes could
be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline. Please contact us for availability after the
registration deadline has passed. Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.
For questions, email register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or phone 309.874.2174.

The Art of Animals at Miller Park Zoo
Ages: 10-18
Monday, June 4: Mammals; 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Monday, August 7: Invertebrates; 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $20 per session/member; $25 per session/non-member (Nature Center or Zoo). Registration
and prepayment required. Class will take place at Miller Park Zoo.
Science meets art in this unique collaboration by Miller Park Zoo and Sugar Grove Nature Center.
Participants will meet some animals and study their physical characteristics, then use this information
in sketching a few subjects. All art material will be provided, please bring a lunch.
Nature Exploration Club
Ages 6-12
Tuesdays, June 13-July 25 (6 sessions, no class on July 4); 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fee for series: $100/members, $125/non-members. Registration and prepayment required by June 6.
Discovery and exploration will be emphasized in this exciting program. Along with environmental
themes, show-and-tell, and projects, participants will enjoy plenty of unstructured time in nature.
Nature Connections
Thursdays, June 22-July 27 (6 sessions); 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Ages 10-16
Fee for series: $50/members, $65/non-members. Registration and prepayment required by June 6.
This new program takes nature journaling and gives it a twist! Make a connection with the natural
world by documenting the growth of animals and plants, and the progression of natural areas such
as the prairie over a 6-week period. We’ll hone our powers of observation utilizing art, photography,
writing, math, and more! Potential subjects include crayﬁsh, praying mantises, plants, and various
items going through the process of decomposition. See how they change from the ﬁrst week to the
last, and have records of each step along the way!
Creek Stomp
Ages 6-8; Tuesday, August 1; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Ages 9-12; Wednesday, August 2; 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m
Fee: $25/child members, $30/child non-members. Please
bring a lunch. Registration and prepayment required by
July 25.
Kids will love getting wet and muddy as they explore the
banks and depths of a nearby creek! Learn about some of
the creatures we might encounter, then head out to creek to
see what we can ﬁnd!

12

This & That
Little Free Nature Library Now Open
at Sugar Grove

Thanks to the Illinois Grand Prairie Master Naturalists for placing a Little
Free Nature Library at the Nature Center. The hand-painted, repurposed
Pantagraph newspaper box is located just outside the Nature Center! It is
stocked with an assortment of children’s and adult nature-themed books, ﬁeld
guides, and nature magazines. Visitors are encouraged to take a book, return
a book, or add a book. The box is accessible to the public daily from dawn
until dusk.

Love to Garden? LOve Herbs?

Then we’d love to have you as a volunteer! Work alongside Karen Lowery,
aka “The Herb Lady,” helping to maintain our Herb Garden. Learn about
growning herbs while making a valuable contribution to Sugar Grove Nature
Center in the process! Work days are Tuesdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
beginning April 18. Bring your own gloves, or borrow ours!

Tom Ulrich

We are saddened to report that photographer Tom Ulrich has passed away after a brief bout with
cancer. Many of you attended his annual presentations in which he shared glimpses of nature that
very few ever get to see. He was exceptionally engaging in his storytelling of each photo, making us
feel like we were right alongside him as he took the picture; and supportive of fellow photographers,
giving tips and advice for the perfect shot. Most of the photos in our Bird Viewing Room exhibits
were taken by and generously donated by him. He will be missed, and Sugar Grove Nature Center is
grateful to have played a part in his extraordinary life.

McLean County Mandolin Society Soiree

The McLean County Mandolin Society presents their ninth annual “Spring Soiree” on Sunday, April
23 in the historic church at Funks Grove at 2:00 p.m. Admission is free. The program will feature
vintage classical mandolin music by the Orpheus Mandolin Orchestra as well as guest performers
showcasing a variety of mandolin-music styles plus a bit of ukulele!
Mandolins and mandolin-family instruments were extremely popular in turn-of-the-20th-Century
America, and amateur ensembles formed in many communities. A large repertoire of music was
published, including popular songs, ragtime instrumentals and classical music, arranged for mandolin
ensemble. The Orpheus Mandolin Orchestra will present a number of these period pieces, along with
classical selections.
New members are always welcome, both in the performing Orchestra and in the larger Society.
Contact them through Jack Kjeldgaard – jackkay@juno.com or Martha Tyner – mtyner@iwu.edu.
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Making A Difference

Welcome to our new & renewing members
Students/Seniors

Herbert Breidenbach d Janet Fercana d John Vogel d Lenore Clark

Sugar Maple

“It’s a beautiful day to play outside” d Jody Borbely d Tammie & Keanu Dean d Dawn Dieckgrafe
Megan Ebert d Darren & Monique Erickson d Rita Fisher & Jim Wills d Charlie & Joyce Grotevant
William & Lori Hahm d Margaret Johnson d Susan Kossman d The Landon Family d Lotz/Furmisky Family
Ellen Morgan d Tara Payne d Sharron Pelarski d Colleen & Luke Pogue d Satya & Seema
Laurel & Larry Schumacher d Linda Stengel d Mary Kay Stimpert d Les, Jill, & Karina Usiak
Robyn Walter d Dan Whalen

Paw Paw

Merlin & Meg Anderson d Laurine Brown d Larry & Emma Funk d Bruce & Nancy Lindenfelser
Dwight & Karlita Sloter d Linda & Randy Strubhar d Jeﬀ & Jane Turley d Bill & Mary Zeller
Nigel Keen & Jane Chamberlain d Lynne Conder d The Franklin Family d Chuck & Susan Hurliman
Gregory Nussbaum d Jack & Lyn Secord d The VanDermay-Kirkham’s

American Sycamore

Jane & Rich Beal dMary Campbell d Dorothy Frank d Robert & Barbara Hathway
Barbara Schaad & Larry Kupferschmid d Jim & Emily McLaughlin d Ken & Joan Newgren
John & Vickie Robertson d Marty & Lin Wurbs d Jim & Roberta Bortell d Ellen & Brian Dietz d Bev Edwards
Given & Jean Harper d Gary Huppert d Elaine & Fred Noyes d Tom & Susan Parrent
Patrik & Stacy Sheridan d In Memory of Elsie Watkins

Shagbark Hickory

Craig & Cindy Alexander d Mark & Carol Cabaj d David & Laura Coe d Jay Corwin, MD d John & Marilyn Freese
Lee & Leslie Green d Mark Kramp d The Lamb Family d Mary Lynne Poole

Black Walnut

Sherman & Kristi Lewis d Delavan Pediatrics, LLC

Blue Ash
Gary & Linda Bristow
d And those that wish to remain anonymous d
Thank you to the Paul A. Funk Foundation and Hazel Funk Holmes Trust for their continued support.

Memorial Gifts & Bequests

Our thoughts and deepest sympathies go out to the friends and families of Jane Fearneyhough, Theresa Finnegan,
Gary Hoover, and John Zoeller. Contributions received in their memories will be so helpful in enabling us to continue
sharing nature and touching lives. We hope this will be of some comfort to those left mourning and healing.
We hope you will consider Sugar Grove Nature Center in your estate planning. Memorial gifts and bequests are an
important way you can make a lasting contribution to the preservation and maintenance of this important natural area
and environmental education center. Please contact Angela Funk, Director, at 309.874.2174 for more information
if you wish to make a provision in your will. If you have already named Sugar Grove Nature Center in your plans, we
would like to acknowledge your meaningful gift.
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Membership Has Its Privileges
Become a member of Sugar Grove Nature Center! Your membership supports quality environmental education programs,
land stewardship, research opportunities, and so much more! Sugar Grove Foundation is a non-proﬁt organization that
receives no tax support. Memberships, program fees, donations and grant support are the lifeblood of our organization.
Join online by visiting http://sugargrovenaturecenter.org/membership.html or ﬁll out the form and mail it with your payment.
Make checks payable to Sugar Grove Nature Center and return to:
Sugar Grove Nature Center d 4532 N 725 East Road d McLean, IL 61754
The Student/Senior level is for individuals. Family memberships begin at the Sugar Maple level.
All levels, including Student/Senior ($15), Sugar Maple ($25), and Paw Paw ($50), receive:
d Discounts on classes, programs, and events d Beneﬁt of checking out books from the Nature Center Library
d Free or reduced admission, program discounts, &/or store discounts at over 150 nature centers worldwide!
d Knowledge that you are helping to keep Sugar Grove Nature Center open.
Higher giving levels:

d American Sycamore ($100)

All of the above beneﬁts plus a 20% one-time discount at Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal, IL

d Shagbark Hickory ($250)

All of the above beneﬁts plus two Free Admissions to Annual Autumn Celebration

d Black Walnut ($500)

All of the above beneﬁts plus two free admissions to our Maple Sirup Experience Tours

d Blue Ash ($1000)

All of the above beneﬁts plus a photograph featuring the nature of Funks Grove

d Bur Oak ($5000)

All of the above beneﬁts plus a private tour of the Nature Center & grounds for a group of up to 10 (by appointment only)

Membership Form





$15........ Student/Senior (65+)
$25........ Sugar Maple
$50........ Paw Paw
$100...... American Sycamore






$250 ........... Shagbark Hickory
$500 ........... Black Walnut
$1000 ......... Blue Ash
$5000 ......... Bur Oak

Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State _________ Zip _____________________________
Phone: _______________________Email:______________________________________________
 I do not wish to be recognized in the newsletter.
 How would you like your newsletter recognition to be worded? ____________________________
 Please send me newsletters via email
 Please send me newsletters via US Postal Service
Memberships are valid for one year.
Membership contributions are tax deductible. Ask your employer about matching gift programs!
Sugar Grove Nature Center will neither sell nor trade personal information provided by donors.
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Sugar Grove Foundation
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754

Nature Center Hours

April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove
are open daily from dawn until dusk.

Contact us at:

Sugar Grove Nature Center
4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754
309.874.2174
info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
Latitude: N 40o 20.893’
Longitude: W 089o 08.007’
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