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Maple Sirup Time
It’s coming soon! The time of year when buckets decorate the sugar 
maples throughout Funks Grove. Sugar Grove Nature Center invites 
you to experience this important part of Funks Grove heritage. We 
off er a wide range of maple sirup programs for everyone! These
programs fi ll quickly, so register early. Don’t be left out in the cold!

For the Whole Family
Maple Sirup Experience Tours
Saturday, March 3
2-1/2 Hour tours begin at 9:30 a.m., 12:00, & 2:30 p.m.
Fee: Members $7/adults, $3/children (16 & under), 
Non-members $9/adults, $5/children. Registration 
and payment required. To register, visit www.
sugargrovenaturecenter.org/sirup.html.

Gather around the fi re at the sirup camp to learn how the Native Americans and early 
settlers collected and prepared sap. Visit the sugar shack where the smell of maple 
sirup hangs in the air. Journey into the sugarbush to tap a tree. Stop inside the Nature 
Center to sample a variety of sweet treats made with maple sirup including candy, 
cookies, fudge, salads, and more! Dress for the weather, as you will be outside for a 
major portion of the program. Don’t delay, this program fi lls up quickly!

Scout & Youth Groups
Sirup for Scouts and Youth Groups
Saturday, February 24; 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Fee: $9/children, $7/adults. Registration and payment required by February 15. To register, visit 
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/sirup.html. 

Attention, leaders of scout troops, 4H, and other youth organizations! Your group is invited to join 
in on the maple sirup fun! Learn how sap from the maple tree becomes sirup, and take part in the 
process from tree tapping to tasting! When registering, be sure to gather participant numbers for your 
entire group so that no one is left out of this experience! Continued on page 4.
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Nature Center Staff
Angela Funk

Director
angela@sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Jill Wallace
Environmental Educator

jill@sugargrovenaturecenter.org 

Rachael Kramp
Volunteer Coordinator &

Environmental Support Specialist
rachael@sugargrovenaturecenter.org 

Jeremy Giderof
Don Petty

Michelle Roy
Interns

Daisy Kitty
Feline Relations Specialist

daisy@sugargrovenaturecenter.org 

Sugar Grove Foundation
Board of Directors

Linda Bristow, President

Gary Huppert, Treasurer

Craig Alexander, Secretary

Tricia Braid

Eric Funk

Richard Park

John Rehtmeyer

Don Schmidt

Eric Vaughn

Nature Center Hours
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.

Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove 
are open daily from dawn until dusk.

Nature Center Closings
In the event that the Nature Center or portions 

of the grounds will be closed during what would 
normally be open hours, this information will be 

announced on Facebook and voicemail.

Please note that portions of the grounds, including
Imagination Grove and the Picnic Shelter, will be closed
to the public during Maple Sirup programs. Dates and
times will be announced on Facebook and voicemail.

Newsletter 
The Nature of the Grove is a free quarterly publication 

of Sugar Grove Nature Center. If you would like to 
be added to our mailing list, either electronically 
or by postal service, please call 309.874.2174 or 

e-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org.

E-Mail Alerts
Would you like to receive e-mail updates that include
program reminders, local nature sightings, and nature
news? E-mail info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org and

place “Nature Alerts” in the subject line.

Website & Facebook
Visit us on the web or Like us on Facebook!

www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org
facebook.com/sugargrovenaturecenter
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Kitty kisses,

Dear Readers,

As I write this article, my staff  and guests are preparing for the holidays. They even put a tree in my in 
my Nature Center. Yes. A real tree. It doesn’t look like the trees outside my Bird Room windows. It’s 
still green, whereas the trees outside are not. And my volunteer, Nadine, hung what appear to be cat 
toys all over it! It smells pretty good, and there is a fabulous spot for yours truly to snooze beneath the 
low hanging branches. 

Sadly, by the time this correspondence reaches you, my Faithful Readers, the holidays might very 
well be over. The tree could even be gone. But fear not! I’ve taken some wintery songs that I’ve 
heard, and given them lyrics that are relevant all year long! Sing them loud, sing them proud, and 
please enjoy!

Collar Bells
(to the tune of Jingle Bells)

Collar bells, collar bells,
Ringing in my ear,
How can I catch any mice,
When they know that I am near?

Collar bells, collar bells,
Make me want to pout!
Rip them off  my collar
and then promptly toss them out!

Daisy the Kitty
(to the tune of Frosty the Snowman)

Daisy the Kitty
Is a feline of delight,
With two gold-green eyes
And a bright pink nose
And soft fur that’s grey and white.

Daisy the Kitty
Loves to take long naps all day
And to crunch and munch
Lots of mice for lunch
Then I chase the rest away.

Meowy-meow purr purr
Meowy-meow purr purr
But what I like best...

Meowy-meow purr purr
Meowy-meow purr purr
Is visiting with my guests!

You are welcome! Stay warm and have a lovely 
New Year!



Maple Sirup

4

Preschoolers
Little Tappers
Wednesday, February 14; 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m. Registration and payment required by 
February 12.
Saturday, February 24; 10:00-11:30 a.m. Registration and payment required by February 22.
Fee: $8/child members, $10/child non-members. 
To register, visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/sirup.html.

This program is designed especially for children 3-5 years with an adult chaperone. 
We will sing songs and make a craft while learning how to make maple sirup and 
listen to a fabulous sirup story. Then, each child will get a turn at tree tapping and 
to taste the real thing! 

School Field Trips
Sugar Grove Nature Center is pleased to continue off ering the Funks 
Grove Maple Sirup Experience for fi rst grade classes and up. The program 
provides a special opportunity for students to actively engage in the 
production of maple sirup as they explore its history from pre-settlement 
to current day through demonstrations and hands-on activities, including 
the opportunity to tap a maple tree and take home a small bottle of Funks 
Grove Pure Maple Sirup. 

The four-hour experience costs $9/student. Registration is underway and 
dates are fi lling fast.  Registration is required by February 12. Currently, 
available dates are February 22 & 28, March 1 & 6. Call 309.874.2174 
or email angela@sugargrovenaturecenter.org for the most up-to-date 
availability. Your fi eld trip can be reserved with a $100 deposit by check and 
a completed registration form, available online at 
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/sirup.html.

Homeschool Field Trips
Tuesday, February 20; Wednesday, February 21; & Tuesday, February 27; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Fee: $9/student (ages 3 and up), $7/parent or chaperone. Registration and payment required by 
February 10. To register, visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/sirup.html.

Homeschoolers of all ages can participate in the Maple Sirup Experience on days set aside especially 
for them! This program fi lls quickly, so get your registration in soon!

Purchasing Maple Sirup
Funks Grove Pure Maple Sirup, located 1/4 mile south of Funks Grove Road on Route 66, will 
begin selling fresh Maple Sirup as soon as the sap is fi nished boiling down, usually around March 
1! They also carry delicious handmade maple candies as well as other related merchandise. Call 
309.874.3360 or visit them on facebook for availability and more information.

Continued from page 1.



5

Programs
Unless otherwise specifi ed, programs require advanced registration and payment.  Space is limited.  Classes could 

be cancelled if minimum enrollment is not met by the registration deadline.  Please contact us for availability after the 
registration deadline has passed.  Visit www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org/register.html to register and for more information.  

For questions, email register@sugargrovenaturecenter.org or phone 309.874.2174.

Kids
The Art of Animals at Miller Park Zoo
Monday, January 15: Rainforest; 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Ages: 10-18 
Fee: $20/ Sugar Grove Nature Center or Miller Park Zoo member; $25/non-member.

Science meets art in this unique collaboration by Miller Park Zoo and Sugar Grove Nature Center led 
by Jill Wallace. There’s no better place to spend a winter day than in the Miller Park Zoo Rainforest! 
Explore tropical plants and animals while creating artwork using graphite and colored pencil 
watercolors. Class will take place at Miller Park Zoo and all materials will be provided.

Little Wonders 
Ages 3-5 with an adult chaperone
Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 a.m. or 1:00-2:30 p.m.
January 17: Animal Tracks
February 14: Little Tappers, Maple Sirup
Saturday, February 24 (10:00-11:30 only): Little Tappers, Maple 
Sirup
March 21:  Red Fox
Fee: $8/child members, $10/child non-members with an adult 
chaperone. Registration and prepayment required by the Sunday 
before the program.

Discover the wonders of nature in these hands-on, interactive classes. A snack will accompany story 
time and a fun craft will be created.

Sirup for Scouts & Youth Groups
Saturday, February 24; 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Fee: $9/child, $7/chaperones. Registration 
and prepayment required by February 15.

See page 1 for description.

Home School: Maple Sirup Experience Tours
Tuesday, February 20; Wednesday, February 21; 
& Tuesday, February 27; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Fee: $9/student (ages 3 and up), $7/teacher or 
chaperone. Registration and payment required 
by February 10.  
See page 4 for description.

Continued on page 6.
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Programs
All Ages

ABC Runners: Winter Wonderland Run
Saturday, January 13, 9:00 a.m. (Doors open at 8:30) 
There is no fee, but donations in any amount are encouraged. Funds collected will benefi t Sugar 
Grove Nature Center. No registration required. 

Come out to enjoy a winter wonderland by running, walking, snow-shoeing, or cross-country skiing in 
this event coordinated by the ABC Runners (Adventures Benefi tting Children). Beverages and snacks 
will be provided. Bring something to share if you wish. Set out on a 7 mile loop course on roads or a 
5 mile trail run. Runners of various paces attend and distances can be modifi ed.  This event is free, 
with the opportunity for a free-will donation to Sugar Grove Nature Center’s children’s environmental 
education programs.

Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session  Blacksmith Demonstrations 
Saturdays, January 21 & February 18, Saturdays, January 21, February 18,
10:00 a.m.-noon 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free. No registration required. Free. No registration required. 
Acoustic musicians of all levels are invited  The public is invited to observe members
to join an Irish-music jam session!  Bring  of the Illinois Valley Blacksmith’s Association
your instrument or just enjoy the music! as they work at the forge across the 
For more details, email mtyner@iwu.edu.  parking lot from the Nature Center.   

Campfi re & S’mores Program: Groundhogs & Shadows
Saturday, February 3, 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Fee: Free/members; $5/person non-members. Registration and payment required by January 17.  

Learn about these “weather predicting” critters and how shadows work! Create a fun craft and enjoy 
s’mores around a toasty fi re.

Tuesday Night Trail Runs
Every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. from March 13 through October 30, 2017
Fee: Free, donations appreciated. No registration required.

Venture out to enjoy the trails or roads on Tuesday evenings. The usual trail route is 5 miles. Easy-
to-follow road routes of 4 or 7 miles are also an option.  Don’t miss the post run party in the corn 
crib! Refuel and refresh while socializing with others. Snacks and water are provided, and you are 
encouraged to bring other beverages. Make it an adventure to look forward to each week!  

Campfi re & S’mores Program: In Search of the Timberdoodle
Friday, March 16, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Fee: Free/members; $5/person non-members.  Registration and payment required by March 7.  

Also called the woodcock, the male bird can be seen in early spring spiraling into the sky then 
plummeting downward, hoping to impress the ladies!  After hearing their story, we’ll head outside 
where we will hopefully be able to spot them, then enjoy s’mores around the fi re!  If you like, bring a 
lawn chair or blanket for woodcock watching.

Continued from page 5.

Continued on page 7.



Acoustic Irish Music Jam Session   
Saturday, March 17; 10:00 a.m.-noon 
Free. No registration required.  
It’s St. Patty’s Day! Spend your morning with the Irish Music Jam! Bring your instrument to join in 
or just enjoy the music! For more details, email mtyner@iwu.edu.   

Blacksmith Demonstrations 
Saturday, March 17; 10:00 a.m.-noon
Free. No registration required.
The public is invited to observe members of the 
Illinois Valley Blacksmith’s Association as they 
work at the forge across the parking lot from the 
Nature Center. 

Twin City Amateur Astronomers Public Viewing Sessions: Orion, The Hunter
Saturday, March 17; 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Free.  No registration required.

Don’t miss the fi rst Viewing Session of 2018!  A 20-30 minute presentation on the featured topic will 
be followed by a sky tour using a laser pointer and telescope observing.  Programs will be held even 
in the event of an overcast sky, but active rain will cause a cancellation of the event.  When uncertain 
if a session has been cancelled, check for updates on Facebook (Twin City Amateur Astronomers - 
TCAA) or twitter (@tc_astro).  For more information, visit www.tcaa.us.

Adults
Winter Tree Identifi cation Workshop
Thursday, January 11; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Fee: $20 Sugar Grove Nature Center/Trees Forever Members, $25/non-members. Registration and 
pre-payment are required by January 5. Registration includes a winter tree guide, other valuable 
resources, lunch & snacks.

Can you identify trees by their leaves? What about without their leaves? Identifying trees in winter can 
be a real challenge. Learn how with Debbie Fluegel, Certifi ed Arborist and Trees Forever Program 
Manager. Elizabeth Burns from the United States Department of Agriculture APHIS Program will also 
be here to share information on forestry health in Illinois.

This workshop is designed to give participants in-depth training and practice identifying trees by 
their bark and twigs. Class will begin indoors learning basic plant morphology, characteristics, and 
terminology and studying twig specimens in an interactive format. We will then move outdoors to 
explore Funks Grove and practice identifying trees by putting your new skills to work!
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Programs
Continued from page 6.

“I frequently tramped eight or ten 
miles through the deepest snow to 
keep an appointment with a beech-
tree, or a yellow birch, or an old 
acquaintance among the pines.”

~Henry David Thoreau

Continued on page 8.
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A Toast to Nature: Snowshoes & Schnapps
Sunday, January 14; 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Fee: $20/members, $25/non-members. Registration and payment required by January 5. 
You must be 21 to attend this program.

Don’t let deep snow keep you from hiking and exploring the outdoors. Discover snowshoeing! Dick 
Smith of WildCountry and Patti Koranda will help you fi nd a good fi t then teach you to maneuver 
and fl oat on the snow. Most importantly, you will fi nd out how much fun the snow can be! Afterwards, 
warm up by the fi re with hot apple cider plus cinnamon schnapps or hot chocolate with peppermint 
schnapps, and plenty of snacks! The use of snowshoes will be provided by WildCountry or bring your 
own. No snow? No problem! Learn on the lawn so you’ll be prepared for the next snowfall! 

Winter Backyard Bird Watching Basics
Thursday, February 8, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Fee: $10/members, $15/non-members. Registration and payment required by February 1
Winter brings many new birds to our backyards! Not sure what birds are visiting your feeders or need 
a refresher? Learn how to identify more than 30 winter residents and how to attract them.  

A Toast to Nature: Woodcocks & Wine
Wednesday, March 21, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Fee: $20/members, $25/non-members.  Registration & payment required by March 15. 
You must be 21 years old to attend this program.

These ground-nesting birds exhibit one of the most delightful courtship fl ights just before dawn and 
at dusk. Join us to learn more about this fascinating game bird that returns to fi elds, prairies, and 
pastures throughout central Illinois in mid-March, then head outside to (hopefully) spot them as they 
spiral toward the sky and fall to the ground. Bring your lawn chair, wine glass, and favorite wine if you 
like. We’ll also have some wines to sample from local wineries. 

“Forever Wild“ Native Planting Grants
Do you know of a not-for-profi t group in central Illinois that would like to increase the use of native 
plants at their site? The Illinois Prairie Chapter of Wild Ones will be awarding grants of up to $500 
for projects which establish, preserve, or restore native plantings. The chapter will accept grant 
applications for 2018 funding between January 15 and February 15.

Eligible projects must:
d Support the Wild Ones mission d Be located in a space accessible to the public d

d Utilize native plants appropriate to the local ecosystem d
d Serve to educate the public about the use and value of native plants d

Grants are available for schools, houses of worship, other not-for-profi t groups, or local government 
landscaping projects. To fi nd more information and an application visit the Illinois Prairie Chapter of 
Wild Ones website at http://illinoisprairie.wildones.org/grants/. 

Continued from page 7.
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Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809. To honor this day, we’d like to share a poem written by Jim Bortell, a 
volunteer and good friend of Sugar Grove Nature Center.

Abraham Lincoln Walked at Funks Grove
“I like trees best when they’re not in leaf and you can study their anatomy.” ~Abraham Lincoln

Dear Sir,

 I sometimes think of you when I walk in these woods

I picture you riding your law circuit on a sunny winter day and stopping at Funks Grove 
to rest your horse and your body

Everyone seems to know you in these parts

I see you sitting under a tree, having the lunch packed for you at the Atlanta Tavern, where you slept last night

After a nap maybe you read from Coke’s law, Shakespeare, or the Bible—

their cadences you captured so beautifully in your speeches

Then you took a walk through the timber—was it therapeutic?

I am not surprised that you “like the trees best when they’re not in leaf,” for you were a melancholy soul 
with a winterish kind of personality

 You were a man of deep feelings

You felt for the people you defended—the innocent ones and even the scoundrels

You felt the vast gulf between what is and what is just and right

I know you were thinking about the impending ordeal of the nation-- everyone was talking about it

Humor was an instrument you used to lift your heavy spirits

Were you thinking of these heavy “winter-like” things that day, or maybe your sick little boy that cried 
when you left Springfi eld six days ago?

You must have studied the trees like you studied everything

Were you a nature lover, fi nding solace in the quiet, the sunny sky, the squirrels scampering to fi nd buried nuts, 
the grace of a running deer, the hawk soaring high above you, the chatter of a chickadee, the tiny buds on a 

few trees anticipating spring, and more?

 I see you mounting your horse, and riding the last leg to court in Bloomington

The poet’s words fi t the times, mood, and moment--

“The woods are lovely dark and deep but I have promises to keep and miles to go before I sleep.”

Today I saw the Amtrak on its way to Chicago and  

I thought of another train on this very track bringing you home for fi nal rest

I could have seen it from where I stood today; 

and how they wept and were thankful

RIP
(requiescat in pace--Rest in peace)



Welcome to our new & renewing members
Students/Seniors

Judith Hughes d Roberta Johnson d Faith Mund
Lance & Candy Rogers d Bill & Rosalie Seymour d Joann Steinberg

Sugar Maple
Jane Dresner d Raymond Haddox d Doug & Aggie Hatch d Ken & Fran Kashian d Peter Kates & Family

John & Peg Kirk d Gene & Marianna Lessen d Kristen Levine d Karen McCarey
Matt & Melanie Perschnick d Ed & Blanche Schuck d Jason & Kristi Shoemaker d Ken & Fran Smith

John Tobias d Tim & Lora Webb d Sharon Welch d The Ed Wilson Family

Paw Paw
Don & Phyllis Clay d John & Linda Cully d The  Daley Family d Nancy Daniels d Anne Dickerson

Jay & Sue Edmondson d Frank & Janet Fraembs d Howard & Deb Heatherwick d The Heger Family
April & Savannah McClellan d Fred & Elaine Noyes d Greg & Patryce Nussbaum d Marty & Patsy Oman

Joyce Preston d Greg & Jane Randall d Kathy Shultz d Mike & Leslie Starasta d The  Vose Family

American Sycamore
Mary Jo & Sandy Adams d Kandy Baumgardner d Donny Bounds d David & Barbara Gaff ron

Carman Gresham d Douglas & Karen Kaufman-Dickson d David & Joyce Schmoeger
Juergen & Meredith Schroeer d Twin City Amateur Astronomers d Tom & Carolyn Weiland

Jim & Rachel Wilson d Marty & Lin Wurbs

Shagbark Hickory
Mark & Carol Cabaj d Doug & Kay Oehler d Bob & Marily Sutherland

Alan & Fran Tatum d Laura & Vernon Veal

 Black Walnut Blue Ash
Ken & Stacey Bill Ina Rehtmeyer

Carolyn & Carl Wenning Bill & Sherrie Snyder

d And those who wish to remain anonymous d

Thank you to the Paul A. Funk Foundation and Hazel Funk Holmes Trust for their continued support.

Memorial Gifts & Bequests
Our thoughts and deepest sympathies go out to the friends and families of Curt Rehtmeyer and 
Nancy Crowell. Contributions received in their memories will be helpful in enabling us to continue 
sharing nature and touching lives. We hope this is comforting to those left mourning and healing.

We hope you will consider Sugar Grove Nature Center in your estate planning. Memorial gifts 
and bequests are an important way you can make a lasting contribution to the preservation and 
maintenance of this important natural area and environmental education center. Please contact 
Angela Funk, at 309.874.2174 for more information if you wish to make a provision in your will.
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Making A Difference
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Become a member of Sugar Grove Nature Center!  Your membership supports quality environmental education programs, 
land stewardship, research opportunities, and so much more!  Sugar Grove Foundation is a non-profi t organization that 
receives no tax support.  Memberships, program fees, donations and grant support are the lifeblood of our organization. 

Join online by visiting http://sugargrovenaturecenter.org/membership.html or fi ll out the form and mail it with your payment.  
Make checks payable to Sugar Grove Nature Center and return to: 

Sugar Grove Nature Center d 4532 N 725 East Road d McLean, IL  61754

The Student/Senior level is for individuals.  Family memberships begin at the Sugar Maple level.
All levels, including Student/Senior ($15), Sugar Maple ($25), and Paw Paw ($50), receive:

d Discounts on classes, programs, and events  d Benefi t of checking out books from the Nature Center Library
d Free or reduced admission, program discounts, &/or store discounts at over 150 nature centers worldwide!

d Knowledge that you are helping to keep Sugar Grove Nature Center open.

Higher giving levels:

d American Sycamore ($100)
All of the above benefi ts plus a 20% one-time discount at Wild Birds Unlimited in Normal, IL

d Shagbark Hickory ($250)
All of the above benefi ts plus two Free Admissions to Annual Autumn Celebration

d Black Walnut ($500)
All of the above benefi ts plus two free admissions to our Maple Sirup Experience Tours

d Blue Ash ($1000)
All of the above benefi ts plus a photograph featuring the nature of Funks Grove

d Bur Oak ($5000)
All of the above benefi ts plus a private tour of the Nature Center & grounds for a group of up to 10 (by appointment only)

Membership Form
 $15........  Student/Senior (65+)  $250 ........... Shagbark Hickory
 $25........  Sugar Maple  $500 ........... Black Walnut
 $50........  Paw Paw  $1000 .........Blue Ash
 $100......  American Sycamore  $5000 .........Bur Oak

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State _________ Zip  _____________________________

Phone: _______________________Email:______________________________________________

 I do not wish to be recognized in the  newsletter.
 How would you like your newsletter recognition to be worded? ____________________________
 Please send me newsletters via email
 Please send me newsletters via US Postal Service

Memberships are valid for one year.
Membership contributions are tax deductible.  Ask your employer about matching gift programs! 
Sugar Grove Nature Center will neither sell nor trade personal information provided by donors.
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Nature Center Hours
November - March
Tuesday - Saturday 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

April - October
Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.

Our grounds, trails, & Imagination Grove 
are open daily from dawn until dusk.

Contact us at:
Sugar Grove Nature Center

4532 N 725 East Road
McLean, IL 61754

309.874.2174
info@sugargrovenaturecenter.org
www.sugargrovenaturecenter.org

Latitude: N 40o 20.893’
Longitude: W 089o 08.007’


